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“For from the rising of the sun to its setting My Name will be great among the nations, and in 
every place incense will be offered to My Name, and a pure offering. For My Name will be great 
among the nations, says the LORD of hosts.” 

- Malachi 1:11 


“Sunday is the day on which we all hold our common assembly, because it is the first day on 
which God, made the world; and Jesus Christ our Saviour on the same day rose from the dead.” 


- Justin Martyr 
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INTRODUCTION 


“We are called to an everlasting preoccupation with God.” - A.W. Tozer 


“To say something about God is not the same as meeting Him.” - Gregory of Palamas 


THE PEOPLE OF God were always a worshipping people. God prescribed the first 
worship of Himself and it was built into mankind to have this desire to seek Him. 
Adam passed on the tradition of worship to his children Cain and Abel. Upon the death 
of Abel there was a halting in this worship till in the times of Seth, “people began to call 
upon the Name of the Lord.”+ Such haltings or declines in the life of the people of God 
have continued till our day where at times it appeared the “godly has ceased from 
men.”2 

We will explore more about these haltings and times of apostasy in the first chapter 
of this book. Yet, no matter the condition of the Church in the age we live in the call to 
participation with God in worship is still valid and open to all men. God who is a 
Trinity amongst Himself has community. He calls us into fellowship with not only that 
community but to a mystical communion with His Body, the Church.2 

This experiencing God in the midst of the noise of many words about Him is what 
many are seeking. In the postmodern world where all values are being lost, evangelical 
believers especially are grasping for rooting in what they believe and for the meaning of 
the Church itself. In the dark ages there was a loss of the meaning of “why” in worship 
due to mis-information. Now in an age of information overload the same problem is 
reoccurring, the “why” of worship has again been lost. Essentially we are finding 
ourselves in the beginning of a new dark age.‘ The Church historically has the answers 
for the modern day problems of evangelicalism.* 

This book is a call for believers back to our rooted common faith in truth. A faith 
rooted deeply in Jesus Christ the true vine.° A faith that has not changed nor will 
waver.2 A faith that overcomes the world and the unseen world.® 

The Church is Jesus Christ’s. He is the Head of it.2 The focal point of the Church is 
worship and the ultimate meaning and purpose of life is the worship of the Triune 
God.” 


Jesus Christ, the Center of Worship 


We are approaching the end of the age. The very coming of Jesus Christ is at hand. 
History is repeating itself, how the Church began it could very well end.“ The Church 
began with the Book of Acts movement and will very likely end in such a way. God always 
has a plan no matter how dark the hour becomes. God is clearly restoring apostolic 
foundations for many believers who are searching for more grounding and reality in 
this worship of God. Satan is still a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. One of 
his chief strategies is to individualize and separate believers apart from community and 
the greater body of Christ.“ 

The Church began corporately and in community centred around the slain Lamb of 
God. It’s worship was facing towards Him. All other things were by-products and not 
of chief importance. This Christ focus was the heart of the life of the Church,“ and why 
the faith was worth dying for. God gave great expansion to the mission of the Church 
during the time of the first Apostles.“ 

As we near the second coming of our precious Lord Jesus Christ, this call back to 
worship of Himself is getting louder. The very heavenly worship (Isaiah 6, Revelation 5) 
is on-going and soon time will be no more and we will fully enter into that reality.“ The 
reason for our Church gathering to focus our eyes on Christ as the Lamb of God in the 
centre of the throne. 

Why would we come to gather if it were not around Him and for Him? 


An Ancient Worship Movement 


This volume will explore what is called the Ancient Worship Movement, a movement that 
is grounded in history but also is applicable and real for the modern day. It is a call to 
see Churches gather, for the body of Christ to be built up and to see established 
gatherings of believers find grounding in the faith once delivered to the saints.4 

St. Thomas Church is a small stream seeking to genuinely connect believers into this 
Apostolic Church. In this book the words “Church Movement” is given as we see the 
Church in the Book of Acts growing exponentially, it was not static or stagnant.~ 
Anything that is truly Apostolic will grow. It is glad tidings of great joy for many 
peoples,” it is something that should not be hidden.” In the Appendix of this book you 
will find more information about St. Thomas Church. But in general any believer will 
benefit from this volume for their current congregation or your own personal spiritual 
life. 


How To Use This Book 


This book will be helpful for those who are struggling with genuine worship and 
relationship with God, looking for reality in the midst of so much confusion. The 
answer to this confusion is not looking forward to a new invention or theory but 
backward into history. Not in the present but the past, in the Ancient Church and Holy 
Scriptures. 


A recommendation is to read this book prayerfully, asking the Lord, “Is this true and 
what does this mean for my walk with You?” God blesses those who are humble,~ 
teachable and seek truth~ no matter where it leads them. 

It is recommended that you avail yourself of the Scripture references and footnotes 
found throughout this book. As much as possible primary sources are referred to and 
the goal is to give the reader ample clarifications of what is the meaning being conveyed 
by the author. 


Opening Prayers 

All things are for Christ and to Him. Let not our eyes be caught from Him,“ rather may 

these ancient truths give us greater grounding in the Great Cornerstone Himself.” 
Before you continue in this book, take a moment to pray. I encourage you to pause 

and read these two historic prayers out loud, slowly with faith: 


“Almighty God, You have built Your Church upon the foundation of the Apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief Cornerstone: Grant us so to be 
joined together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple 
acceptable to You; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.” 


“Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
unblemished in His glorious presence, with great joy— to the only God our Savior be 
glory, majesty, dominion, and authority through Jesus Christ our Lord before all time, 
and now, and for all eternity. Amen.”*! 


1 Genesis 4:26 
2 Psalm 12:1 
3 Ephesians 2:19, 1 John 1:3, St. John 17:21 


4 This point is expanded greatly by Rod Dreher in his book: The Benedict Option: A Strategy for Christians in a 
Post-Christian Nation 


5 1 Timothy 3:15, Jude 1:3 

6 John 15:5, Romans 11:17 

Z Malachi 3:6, 1 Corinthians 16:13 
8 1 John 5:4, Colossians 2:15 

9 Ephesians 1:22, Colossians 1:18 
10 Hebrews 12:28, Psalm 95:6 


11 1 John 2:18, 2 Peter 3:10 

12 Matthew 24:42, Revelation 22:12 

13 Acts 1:11, Colossians 1:6, Ephesians 4:13 
14 1 Peter 5:8 

15 Jude 1:19 

16 St. Matthew 2:2, Hebrews 12:2 

17 1 Corinthians 1:23 

18 Acts 19:20 

19 Revelation 5:11-12 

20 Romans 11:36 

21 Jude 1:3 

22 Acts 2:47, Acts 5:14, Acts 6:7, Acts 21:20 
23 St. Luke 2:10 

24 St. Matthew 5:15 

25 James 4:6 


26 Proverbs 14:6, St. Matthew 18:4: "Therefore, whoever humbles himself (makes himself “teachable” ) like this 
child is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. ” 


27 Jeremiah 29:13-14 


28 2 Corinthians 11:3, Revelation 2:4 “You have left your first love [you have lost the depth of love that you first 
had for Me]” (Amplified Bible). 


29 Isaiah 28:16, 1 Peter 2:4-8 


30 Collects and Prayer for all occasions, accessed June 21, 2021. http://www.liturgies.net/Prayers/Collects.htm 


31 Jude 1:24-25 


CHAPTER ONE 


EARLY CHURCH TESTIMONY AND DECLINE 


“In the darkest ages Christ has always had a Church; 
and if darker times shall come, He will have His Church still.’” - Charles Spurgeon 


“These also, as there were none of the apostles left, henceforth attempted, without shame to preach their false 
doctrine against the gospel of truth.” - Hegesippus (110-180 AD) 


DEMONS HATE ANCIENT Faith. With the continual formation of new sects and 
doctrines, the powers of darkness oppose the Apostolic Truth. Yet the Holy Church is 
triumphant as Justin Martyr said, “For we do continually beseech God by Jesus Christ 
to preserve us from the demons which are hostile to the worship of God, and whom we 
of old time served, in order that, after our conversion by Him to God, we may be 
blameless. For we call Him Helper and Redeemer, the power of whose Name even the 
demons do fear; and at this day, when they are exorcised in the Name of Jesus Christ, 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, governor of Judea, they are overcome.” 

Even though there has been a continual assault™ of the enemy against those who 
would seek to walk in the purity of the Gospel and faith of the Apostles. The Church 
will end victorious® and come as a pure virgin to Christ.“ 

The battle did not start with the appearing of our Lord Jesus in earth as a Christ- 
child, but all the way to the foundation and creation of the world.* As God displayed 
truth and His will in the garden of Eden to the first of humanity the enemy (satan) 
opposed this truth with his lies.*° At any cost the enemy of our souls sought to 
undermine and corrupt the pure way of the Lord. 


The Corrupting of God’s Ways 


Beginning in the Garden of Eden, satan twisted the commands and words of God with 
the words, “You will not surely die,”*“ Twisting God’s command that warned of 
spiritual death. This subtle deception and lie* continued into the mind of Cain the 
firstborn of humanity to offer the best “of his own efforts” instead of the prescribed 
blood atonement.” We can see in Cain’s offering of grains the foundation of all religions 
choosing to worship God in their own imaginations and ways. 

There came an apostasy of true belief in the entire world for when the times of Noah 
arrived there were no faithful worshippers of God in the earth.“ It was the corruption of 


the very human seed with demons" that caused God to destroy the world with a flood. 
Only Noah’s family was spared. 

Though there appeared to be a halting of God’s work on the earth there were still a 
remnant of faithful ones, even if just eight® in total. “For there is hope for a tree, When it is 
cut down, that it will sprout again, And its shoots will not fail.”“ 

As we read through the entirety of the Old Testament we see this continual ebbing 
and flowing of faithfulness to God and times of apostasy. One example is in the times of 
the Judges where: “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes.”* Or during the times of Jeremiah the prophet there were very 
few left who did not compromise from priest to people.“ 

It is during these dark times of the halting of prophetic words from God or 
faithfulness of His people that we are tempted to say that God has failed and His 
followers would never come to a place of fruitfulness again.” 

But again and again we see the mercy and kind patience of God in restoring His 
people® and bringing them to a place of order and obedience to the plan of God. Even 
though the Lord sent a “famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, 
but of hearing the words of the Lord.” This did not last forever. Before the very coming 
of Christ there was a period of four hundred years with a complete halting of the 
prophetic word to His people, a dark silence (dark age), but God was still active and 
there arose John the Baptist.>4 


The Beginning of the Church Age 


At the fulness of time Christ appeared and with the choosing of the twelve Apostles? 
the Church age began. It was the culmination of the plan of God for the ages and 
though this was God’s perfect testimony being displayed we see that humanity still was 
humanity in all its failings. 

The very Apostles (leaders) of the Church failed Christ in running while he was being 
arrested. The Apostle Peter denied Christ three times. During the ascension of Jesus to 
heaven some still doubted.*4 When we go further we see James, Peter and other Apostles 
preferring Jewish converts in ways that were not in accord with the Gospel.® 

Yet it was clear that God was at work and using failed weak vessels for His glory. 
Even the very lineage of Jesus Christ we see many failings, some even calling it a 
“scandalous genealogy.” Rahab was an actual prostitute.“ Ruth was a foreigner from 
the land of Moab. Bathsheba had an adulterous affair with King David.** But God still 
worked in mercy to bring us the Saviour of the world amongst the great failings of 
mankind. 

When we consider from the vantage point of 2000 years of Church history we see 
this principle still intact that God endeavours to continue to work with and through a 
broken humanity full of failings. 


The Times of the First Apostles 


The Gospels and Book of Acts chronicle for us the exciting work of the Apostles that 
Jesus trained and anointed for His service. We see in the Book of Acts the great 
multiplication of the Church, the order of Deacons established,” Councils of leaders to 
administrate Church decisions.“ We see great signs and wonders accompanying the 
proclamation of this Gospel.“ By the time the Epistle of Colossians was written in A.D. 
60 the entire world knew or started to have a testimony of the Gospel in their regions. 
Virtually all the Apostles became missionaries going to farther regions to spread the 
precious Gospel of God. 

During this time the enemy of our souls (satan) was not silent but was continually 
instigating in the minds® of believers to follow their own ideas and deviations“ from 
God’s order. Paul the Apostle wrote: “Now the Spirit expressly states that in later times 
some will abandon the faith to follow deceitful spirits and the teachings of demons.”© 
This abandoning of the faith was of those who “had” the faith to start with hence they 
were believers! It is not a surprise that almost all false teachers and false movements 
(sects) that started in the times of the Apostles came from the very Church itself. 

In reading the New Testament writings we see many of them were written to correct 
or protect the flock of God against false teachings or false teachers. The warning comes 
strictly from the Holy Spirit to the Churches in Galatia: “But even if we or an angel from 
heaven should preach a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be under 
a curse!” 

The Apostles were guardians of the faith and truth and were shepherds® under the 
Great Shepherd® to preserve the body of Christ from division, immorality and false 
teaching. 


False Teachers Abounded 


There were some presbyters (elders) in the New Testament times that disunited with the 
Apostles and sought to establish their own authority. Such a one was Diotrephes” who 
maligned the Apostles. Hymenaeus and Alexander4 are examples of those who rejected 
true doctrine to follow the false. Hymenaeus is mentioned with Philetus, another false 
teacher.“ They were teaching that the resurrection of Christ was already past. ~ Jesus 
Himself warned of false teachers“ and false Messiahs® who would come after His 
departing. Christ warned about the false teachings of the Pharisees amongst the 
believers.“ Paul warned of a time of apostasy with false teachers: “They will gather 
around themselves teachers to suit their own desires. They will turn their ears away 
from the truth and turn aside to myths.”” There was even a group of false Apostles® 
deceiving believers in the Corinthian Church. 

Peter the Apostle warned clearly in his time: “There will be false teachers among 
you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who 


bought them.”” Note that the false teachers in most cases did not come into the Church 
but were already among them though some had “crept in.” John speaks of these false 
teachers when he said they departed from the Churches unity to start their own sect: 
“They went out from us.”*! Paul the Apostle gives the Ephesian presbyters this sober 
warning: “I know that after my departure, savage wolves will come in among you and will not 
spare the flock. Even from your own number, men will rise up and distort the truth to draw away 
disciples after them.” 

There were false teachers in the times of the Apostles who taught: “Godliness as a 
means of gain.”® Greed has been always associated with the spirit of false teachers, the 
warning to stay away from the “teachings of Balaam”™ was given to the Church at 
Pergamum. From one of the very first deacons, Nicolas® a proselyte of Antioch from 
paganism, came the doctrine of Nicolaitans. “Yet this is to your credit [the Church of 
Ephesus]: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I [Jesus] also hate.”® Their 
teachings including fornication and a mix of pagan religious ideals from their founders 
past. 


Gnostic Heresies 


As we go further into the history of the Church we see these expanding groups known 
in general as Gnostic groups. Though the errors are subtle they came in with a phelora 
of other teachings and practices that deviated greatly from the truth once delivered the 
saints. In general most if not all Gnostic groups denied the practice of the Lord’s 
Supper using bread and wine as all material things were considered evil. 

Some of these groups teachings are below: 

Adoptionists believed that Jesus was not born the “Son of God.” Docetism believed 
Jesus was pure spirit; His physical body was an Illusion. Marcionism taught that the 
Hebrew God of the Old Testament was a false God. Ebionites taught Jesus became a 
great “prophet” by obeying the law of Moses in its entirety. Montanism taught there 
were new prophetic revelations and that there was ordination of women.® 

Arianism was a heresy that declared that Christ is not truly divine but a created 
being. In The Alexandrian Church, presbyter Arius (4th century) propagated these 
teachings which made such a foothold that at one point one would think all of 
Christendom would be consumed by it. 

The wise Apostle John by the Holy Spirit gives this clear direction to the Churches to 
help them discern the false Gnostic belief: “Every spirit that does not confess Jesus [that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh | is not from God.” = 

Irenaeus in AD 150 wrote in response to a struggle with gnosticism (early heresy) in 
the Church that there was a valid line of Apostles with the same Biblical teaching as the 
original: 

“Tt is within the power of all, therefore, in every Church, who may wish to see the 
truth, to contemplate clearly the tradition of the Apostles manifested throughout the 


whole world; And we are in a position to reckon up those who were by the Apostles 
instituted Bishops in the Churches, [and to demonstrate] the succession of these men in 
our own time.” ~~ 


The Corrupting of the Whole? 


Sadly division and corruption continued in the Church, the enemy of our souls (satan) 
did some of his most worst work in stirring up great pride?! in bishops of the Church. 
Namely in the Church in the city of Rome the Bishop became self-absorbed with the 
great prestige and prominence of his position. As the Roman bishop was understood to 
exercise a wider authority, beyond his own diocese or province. 

During the second ecumenical council of the Church in the 5th century they spoke of 
the Bishop of Rome having the “prerogative of honour.” Not all Bishops agreed with 
the preeminence of this one western Bishop and there were groups of bishops that had 
lineage to the very Apostles that later in Church history acted independently of any 
jurisdiction of Rome. 

Sadly through the sin of pride this Roman Bishop became corrupt and greed,” 
simony,~ immorality~ and all forms of evil became to be practiced by many succeeding 
Roman bishops (popes). This corrupting came to a head during the period of reformation 
where there was a departing out of this now Roman Catholic Church. Men like John Huss, 
Martin Luther, Wycliffe and many others before them become the instruments of 
renewal and reformation to the Church. 

It might surprise you to understand that the Churches that these reformers 
established were very much similar to the Roman Church that they departed from. 
Their desire was to reform and purify what they understood to be from God, the 
carrying on of the teachings and traditions of the Apostles. It was the innovation and 
heresies of prideful Roman bishops that had to be discarded. All reformers believed 
they were inline with Apostolic Succession and building and forming the Church that 
Christ made. There were also Churches that had Apostolic succession apart from the 
corrupted Roman bishop. These Churches were heavily opposed, killed and persecuted 
by the Roman Catholics such as: Waldensians,” Church of the East,2° Utraquist Church 
of Bohemia, and many other groups. 

So yes the whole in many ways became corrupted, both the eastern and western 
Church had new innovations and errors that crept in that made the faith buried under 
hundreds of years of man-made tradition,“ idolatry“ and false ideologies.“ 


History Repeating Itself? 

Jesus words to His Apostles still ring true today: “I will build My church, and the gates 
of Hades will not prevail against it.”“° The Church has failed many times but God has 
not. He is still building His body the Church to be a faithful Bride for His coming.“ 


Since this period of reformation there still has been great struggle and issues within 
the Church. Modern heresies have thrived amongst countries where religious liberty is 
allowed. Some of the largest cults in the world exist currently in America and in 
China,“ where revival occurred recently. 

It is as if history is repeating itself“ and all the same heresies are re-disguising 
themselves to trick and deceive modern day believers. Amongst the current evangelical 
Church there is a growing sense we are in a dark age of illiteracy in the Church where 
knowledge has increased but fewer people understand what the foundations of the 
faith are and what the Church has always believed. 

It could be argued that since the foundation of the Church there exists today“ more 
heretical belief’s and opinions that are contrary to the original Apostles. One person 
said everyone now can be their “own pope.” What can save us from such pride and self- 
importance? It is not by looking forward to some new belief or interpretation but rather 
looking backward at the clear foundations set by the Apostles and Jesus Christ 
Himself.“ 


Carrying On The Work of the Apostles 


We are called as modern believers in Jesus Christ the very Son of God to carry on the 
work of the Apostles and Church in our day. Amongst growing apostasy from the faith 
(sodomy in the Church)“ and other deviancies, we must continue to struggle to “enter 
through the narrow gate” through tribulations and sufferings.“~ Part of this suffering 
is holding to the truth and practice of the faith amongst growing false teachings. 

As you continue to read this volume may you gain understanding into the very 
heart of the early Church believers, their passion to reach a lost world and their great 
love for their Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
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CHAPTER TWO 


A LOST AND DYING WORLD 


“Lost! Lost! Lost! Better a whole world on fire than a soul lost! Better every star quenched and the skies a wreck 
than a single soul to be lost!” - C.H. Spurgeon 


“All souls are immortal, even those of the wicked. Yet, it would be better for them if they were not deathless. For they 
are punished with the endless vengeance of quenchless fire.” - Clement of Alexandria (195 A.D.) 


TO UNDERSTAND THE Ancient faith is to understand also the missionary passion the 
Early Church had for a lost world. The early disciples saw their Lord lay down His life 
for others, and they had no other option than to do the same literally." Tertullian was 
able to boast in A.D. 200, “We have filled every place belonging to you, cities, islands, 
castles, towns, assemblies, your very camp, your tribes, companies, place, senate, and 
forum! We leave you your temples only.” The early Church had an overwhelming 
burden to reach all mankind with the Gospel. Their mission was _ relentless. 
Everywhere! they went, they shared the love of Jesus. The book of Colossians in A.D. 
62 records: “The gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world.” 
Literally, the entire known world started to receive a witness of the Gospel. 

Are we willing to share the pain of a lost and dying world all around us? To have the 
same heartache as of our Lord for those who are not with Him?! We live in a world of 
great sin, with hurt and needs all around us. The world can seem overwhelming in its 
brokenness to someone sensitive to humanity and has any amount of empathy for how 
God feels about the world.“ The ruin of sin is seen all around us in injustices, 
immorality, and every type of heinous murder and atrocity. One can easily become 
numb to the great wounds of mankind, as the “thoughts of men are evil continually,” 
and there is “no one that does good.” 


A Spiritual Agony for Others 


Some in Church history have felt the deep agony of the lostness of men around them 
and shared the heart of God the Father in sending His only Son at such a great cost. 
Hudson Taylor speaks of the burden of God that came upon him for souls: 

“The feeling of bloodguiltiness became more and more intense. Simply because I refused to 
ask for them, the laborers did not come forward—did not go out to China-and every day tens of 


thousands were passing away into Christless graves! Perishing China so filled my heart and 
mind that there was no rest by day, and little sleep by night, till health broke down.” 

Some may argue that the preceding is legalistic or extreme, but the truth is that one 
soul is worth more than all the gold in the world. Finally, Taylor comes to a place of 
surrender, committing himself to go to China as a missionary. We read: 

“Unable to bear the sight of a congregation of a thousand or more Christian people rejoicing 
in their own security, while millions were perishing for lack of knowledge, I wandered out on the 
sands alone, in great spiritual agony; and there the Lord conquered my unbelief, and I 
surrendered myself for this service.” 

Oh, that many more reading this volume would share the love of God for humanity 
and commit ourselves, just like Jesus,” to seek and save the lost.“ 


The Masses of Christ-less Souls 


A.B. Simpson wrote in a hymn: 

“A hundred thousand souls a day 

Are passing one by one away. 

In Christ-less guilt and gloom. 

O Church of Christ, what wilt thou say, 

When in that awful judgment day. 

They charge thee with their doom?””" 

Do such words move our us at all, giving us any tears or compassion for the world 
around us? 

If we were honest, we would admit that we are often tearless for the lost humanity 
around us, though God’s heart is always breaking desiring men to come to salvation. It 
should be normal for us as disciples of Jesus Christ to suddenly be overwhelmed at 
times for the lost estate of men and women in our midst. 

Rev. R. A. Jaffray recounts his personal experience of God showing him his 
responsibility to share with those around him: 

“I am returning from a trip to Borneo and the Celebes, of the Dutch Indies, in the South 
Seas. The Lord has taken me to ‘the uttermost parts of the earth,’ to some of the dark places of the 
world, where there is no gospel light, and where, literally, ‘Christ is not named,’ for there is no 
one there who can name his name. 

I was feeling glad after two months’ absence to be returning home. I felt I had done my bit, as 
it were; I had obeyed his command, ‘Go;’ I had made my report to the board, and could now 
settle down again to ordinary work at Wuchow, and leave the responsibility of the perishing 
souls I had found in these uttermost parts to others. I had done my part; the rest was with others 
to take up the work or not as they felt led. 

But the Lord gave me a dream, one of those vivid dreams which leave a deep and lasting 
impression. I have seldom had such dreams in my life; but when he sends one, there is no 
question but that it is from him. 


It was a horrible dream. I thought I was at home. I was a fugitive fleeing from justice. I 
thought I had stains of human blood on my hands. It seemed that the Lord Jesus was pursuing 
me. I was full of fear and was running for my life. The pure white snow was on the ground. I 
stopped and tried to wash the bloodstains, the ‘spots of lost souls,’ from my hands in the snow. I 
looked around, and ran again. I awoke. My first words were, ‘Lord Jesus, what does this mean? I 
do not fear thee. I am not running away from thee. I have no bloodstains on my hands. I am 
washed clean in thy precious blood, whiter than the snow. Oh, teach me what this means. What 
can it mean?’ 

At once this Scripture came to my mind: ‘Son of Man, I have made thee a watchman unto the 
house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I 
say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to 
warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his 
iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.’* These are the blood spots on my hands. The 
blood of immortal souls is required of me till I do my part to warn them, to pay my debt and 
preach the gospel to them. ‘Necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the 
gospel! "22 

The Lord Jesus has completely cancelled the great debt of all my sins forever, but requires me 
to pay my gospel debt to those who have never yet heard his message of salvation. If I warn them 
not, if I preach not the gospel to them, their blood is required at my hands.” 2° 

Jaffray was a committed, life-long missionary to the foreign field, but the Lord still 
pressed him for more. Just like the Lord told Ananias how many things St. Paul would 
suffer for the Gospel.“ In the same way, for those who are seeking the Lord’s heart, the 
burden of the requirement to share the Gospel can be laid on us.“8 The Lord Himself 
must do this. 

Men and women are eternally lost without Christ. The call for you to share the Good 
News of Christ is still the same as it was in the days of the Apostles. Are we denying the 
“Lamp of Life’? to many in our generation while we enjoy its warm glow for 
ourselves? 

After fifty generations of Church history, a large part of the world remains Christ- 
less. 


Catching the Vision of Missions 


The Early Church was a missionary Church. Its very heartbeat was sharing this good 
news with others. But when the Church loses its vision for the mission field, it becomes 
inwardly focused. The very calling of Apostles (bishops) is an outward call to make 
disciples of Christ. Hear the heart of a missionary to Africa, sharing her conviction of 
the needs of the field: 

“If you had seen them in despair, Beat their breasts and pull their hair, While demon powers 
filled the air, Would you go back, would you? 


If you had seen the glorious sight, When heathen people seeking right. Were brought from 
darkness into light, Would you go back, would you? 

Tf you had walked through Afric’s sand, Your hand within the Savior’s hand, And knew he’d 
called you to that land, Would you go back, would you?” 

Bishop Moule recounts a story of a crippled old man living in the attic of an old 
home in London. This “little disciple of the Man of Sorrows’”*! found a way to serve 
him by dropping little fragments of the Word of God from his window down to the 
pavement below. His body was wracked with pain, and unable to leave the house, he 
found a “silent mission” to share Christ with others. When he had the opportunity to be 
moved to a care home for the final days of his life, he refused, desiring to finish his 
course, dropping these small papers to the ground and waiting for someone to pick 
them up. 

What is our excuse? How are we sharing Christ with others? The Christ who died 
for us and paid the ultimate sacrifice for our salvation.“ 

The call for world missions is not something new but very ancient. It was the call of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to His disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations.” +2 

Since the inception of the Apostolic Church, missions have been at the heartbeat of 
each disciple. All the Apostles died martyr deaths in bringing the Gospel to new 
peoples (except St. John who they tried to martyr).“* There was no compromise to this call 
to be a living witness of the Good News to all nations as their Lord commanded them. 

How can we sit at ease when in the world today, over 2 billion people have still 
never heard the name of Jesus or understood the Gospel of Christ? 


Not An Easy Road Ahead 


Bringing the Gospel to unreached people groups that have been untouched by the Good 
News for so long can be fraught with difficulty. The enemy of our souls will not give up 
ground easily, and we are in a spiritual battle. That battle also means literal physical 
suffering, slandering, and all other types of evil that can be thrown at us when we 
represent Jesus Christ to a lost world. 

The Apostle John said to the Church in his day that they should not be surprised if 
the world hated them. Our Lord Jesus said in the Gospel of Luke that all men would 
hate us.“* But our Lord also gives us comfort in these words: “If the world hates you, 
keep in mind that it hated Me first.”“2 We live in cultures that turn away from pain of 
any kind. There are pills and remedies for even the slightest discomfort in our bodies. In 
such an environment, persecution and suffering in our bodies for the faith of Jesus 
Christ seem even more absurd. We need to prepare in our minds to suffer bodily for the 
Name of Christ. One could rightly rename the first historical book of the Church from 
Acts of the Apostles to Acts of the Martyrs because we see the martyrdom of two 
Apostles and one Deacon in the Book of Acts. 


It should not surprise us that there have been so many martyrdoms in Church 
history. According to tradition, this is the list of the Apostles’ deaths by martyrdom: 
Apostle Andrew, martyred by crucifixion (bound to a cross). Apostle Bartholomew 
suffered martyrdom by being flayed alive and crucified, head downward. Apostle 
James the Great suffered martyrdom by being stabbed with a sword. Apostle James the 
Less suffered martyrdom by being thrown from a pinnacle of the Temple at Jerusalem 
and then stoned and beaten with clubs. Apostle Mark was dragged through the streets 
until his death. Apostle Jude met martyrdom by being beaten to death with a club. 
Apostle Matthew suffered martyrdom by being beheaded. Apostle Peter was martyred 
by crucifixion in Rome with his head downward. Apostle Philip was martyred. Apostle 
Simon was martyred by being sawn in half. Apostle Thomas was martyred by being 
stabbed with a spear. Apostle Paul was martyred by being beheaded in Rome. The 
Apostles joined this multitude of holy martyrs under the altar of God.“ 

May God give us zeal and love for lost multitudes no matter the cost. The early 
Apostles traveled land and sea at great cost to bring such precious good news to others. 
What can we do with the light given us today? 


A Continual Sending 


In the historic Church liturgy, there is what is called a Benediction (Dismissal) or 
“Sending.” This is the end part of the service, where a prayer of blessing is said over the 
people after they partake in the Holy Eucharist. 

Yet there is a unique element of meaning in this sending forth of believers. The 
service sometimes ends with “Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.” Or “Let us go 
forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.” The intention is to 
essentially recommission the body of Christ each Sunday on their leaving the Church 
gathering to be re-sent as missionaries into a lost world. After partaking of the 
Communion elements and being strengthened by the Lord, go out in the power of the 
Holy Spirit“ to serve the Lord. 

We are not commissioned to lead comfortable lives but to follow the example of our 
Lord. May each Lord’s Day gathering be a renewing not only of our baptismal vow but 
a renewing of our missionary call by the Son of God to be His ambassadors even to 
the ends of the earth. 


Sharing God’s Heart 


“Lord Crucified, give me a heart like Thine! Teach me to love the dying souls of men- 
And keep my heart in closest touch with Thee; And give me love to bring the lost to 
Thee.” As Christians and children of God, we can be in such close union with Him 
that we begin to share His heart for others. A picture of this is Jesus in Gethsemane, 
where our Lord says, “My soul is very sorrowful’ as He was burdened with the 
weight of a dying sinful humanity. God does not desire the death of the wicked but that 


men and women would be saved.“ God's very love for sinners must be the love that 
motivates us to also share the Good News. Any motivation other than love will not bear 
fruit.“4¢ 

Dr. Jowett said, “We can never heal the needs we do not feel. Tearless hearts can 
never be heralds of the passion. We must pity if we would redeem.” Feeling and 
understanding the plight of lost men is critical to our being a help to them. Have we 
already lost the sense of the grandeur of our salvation? Have our eyes dried up not 
being able to shed a tear of thankfulness to God for His saving us? 

We must weep for those to whom we will preach.“ The needs of the lost will move 
us deeply.““ Are we willing to lose our lives for the sake of others?“ We can pray this 
prayer to the Lord: 

“Break my heart, Lord, with the things that break Yours.” 

A real passion for souls must come as a gift from God to us.“ This love through the 
Holy Spirit will allow us to share God’s heart. 


Not Caring Anymore 


Dr Lawrence M. Gould said: “I do not believe the greatest threat to our future is from 
bombs or guided missiles. I don’t think our civilization will end that way, I think it will 
die when we no longer care.”+* Has this death of a passion for lost souls started in us? 
Do we simply not care about those who are perishing without Christ and without 
hope? Careless, indifferent, selfish, and intoxicated with amusement, we are finding 
no time to consider others who are drowning in the sea of sin. 

I was personally greatly moved by seeing a mural drawing of the vision of hell by 
William Booth. Many people are shown standing on a platform, safe and secure, doing 
different activities while men and women are drowning in the sea’s boisterous waves all 
around them. Here is the account in William Booth’s own words: 

“I saw a dark and stormy ocean. In that ocean I thought I saw myriads of poor human beings 
plunging and floating, shouting and shrieking, cursing and struggling and drowning; and as 
they cursed and screamed, they rose and shrieked again, and then some sank to rise no more. And 
I saw out of this dark, angry ocean, a mighty rock that rose up with its summit towering high 
above the black clouds that overhung the stormy sea. And all around the base of this rock I saw a 
vast platform. Onto this platform, I saw with delight a number of the poor struggling, drowning 
wretches continually climbing out of the angry ocean 

As I looked on, I saw that the occupants of that platform were quite a mixed company. That 
is, they were divided into different ‘sets’ or classes, and they occupied themselves with different 
pleasures and employments. But only a very few of them seemed to make it their business to get 
the people out of the sea. 

But what puzzled me most was the fact that though all of them had been rescued at one time 
or another from the ocean, nearly everyone seemed to have forgotten all about it. 


Many spent their time in amusing themselves with growing flowers on the side of the rock, 
others in painting pieces of cloth, or in playing music, or in dressing themselves up in different 
styles and walking about to be admired. Some occupied themselves chiefly in eating and 
drinking, others were taken up with arguing about the poor drowning creatures that had already 
been rescued.” 

What a sad picture of indifference and lack of concern for others. They simply 
started to not care anymore. This vision greatly impacted a young man, Keith Green, 
who wrote a moving song called “Asleep in the Light.” I will quote part of it now: 

Do you see, do you see all the people sinking down? 

Don’t you care, don’t you care are you gonna let them drown? 

How can you be so numb not to care if they come? 

You close your eyes and pretend the job’s done 

Bless me Lord, bless me Lord You know it’s all I ever hear 

No one aches, no one hurts no one even sheds one tear 

Open up, open up and give yourself away 

You see the need, you hear the cries so how can you delay? 

David Legge offers us a prayer to wake us up spiritually and to get back to that 
Ancient Path of self-denial and having an eternal mindset: “Oh Lord, help us Lord, help us, 
for we need so much help. We've got so intoxicated with the spirit of the age,“ and so weighed 
down by material things that we can’t run this race any more.” 


The Sun Is Setting 


Soon time will be no more, we will see our Lord face to face. We will experience the true 
ending, the timelessness of the Holy Trinity being worshipped. It is as if the Lord 
comes to you and says, “Just a few more years, my child. Share my Gospel. It will all be 
over soon.” 

As you look out at the great need for humanity to embrace Christ, those words ring 
in your ears, and you see the sun setting; it will all soon be over. Are we spending our 
lives for eternity, and what really matters? 

Every soul is worth all the gold in the world. One brother considered in depth the 
entire world’s population from the time of Adam till now. According to Bible 
genealogies, he stated there could be anywhere from 15-20 billion people who ever 
lived, including those who died in the great deluge (Flood).* The very sobering thought 
is that there are over eight billion people alive on earth right now, potentially just under 
half of all the people who have ever existed since the time of Adam. 

What a huge responsibility this generation has to quickly*“ spread the Gospel 
message to all peoples. Time is hurrying away; the sun is setting. Let us be found 
labouring in the harvest. 
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CHAPTER THREE 


THE CENTRALITY OF THE WOUNDED LAMB 


“Faith is not a once-done act, but a continuous gaze of the heart at the Triune God. It is lifting the mind to ‘behold 
the Lamb of God,’ and never ceasing that beholding for the rest of our lives.” - A.W. Tozer 


“And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it 
had been slain.” 1° 


As believers on earth we will soon experience heaven. Our days are numbered and 
short. If one lives to 70 years old we would have only 3652 Sunday’s to worship, a 
mere 25,567 days in our total lifetime.“ Heaven is surely close to all of us. Many people 
have strange ideas of what to expect in heaven or see once they arrive there, yet the 
Holy Scriptures are very clear, showing us that there is ongoing worship in heaven even 
as you read this book now. In, Revelation 5, we have one of the best views into the 
heavenly scene where all focus is solely on a Lamb. This Lamb is the very Son of God 
who was incarnated for mankind,“ and His wounds are still visible.“~ Historically, in 
Church stained glass windows, there is a picture of an Agnus Dei Lamb holding a 
banner (symbolizing victory), and there is a wound with blood pouring out into a 
chalice. 

This beautiful image of a Lamb slain symbolizes God’s victory and triumph over sin 
and death. It was through weakness and what appeared to be a defeat that God 
conquered. A wounded Lamb is a Victor! When we are weak, we are strong.“~ The 
weakness of God is greater than man’s strength.“ By His wounds, we are healed.14 

Heaven's focal point, therefore, is God displaying the wonder of the Gospel afresh 
and vividly through his atonement and sacrifice on the Cross..~ We will marvel and 
worship from generation to generation in endless eternity, lauding the Holy Trinity for 
His endless love and lowly condensation for men.“ 

In early liturgies, this phrase is repeated three times during the Eucharist service: “O 
Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.” 


Jesus is the Focus of Heaven 


God the Father has purposed that Jesus should be glorified in all things.2 All focus and 
attention are on the Son of God.“ The Scripture says, “Every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 


Lord.” Jesus created the earth and all the things we see.“ He will come and judge the 
earth also, at the very end. As we state in the historic Nicene Creed, “We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.” All matter is held together 
by the power of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.“ Without Him, literally, everything falls 
apart. Jesus’ name is above every other name. He is the King above all other kings.“ 
Jesus is the Supreme Teacher. He is the very Wisdom of God. He is the uncreated 
Word of God (the Logos). 

Jesus of Nazareth is God in the Flesh.“° He was incarnated by the Holy Spirit in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary." By His life, we have life. He is the Eternal, unending Life. 
As an early creed of the Church proclaimed: 

“He was manifested in the flesh, 

vindicated by the Spirit, 

seen by angels, 

proclaimed among the nations, 

believed on in the world, 

taken up in glory.” 

The heavenly scene depicts Jesus in the center, on God’s right hand, with all 
attention focused on Him. Myriads of angels are worshipping. Seraphim and Cheribum 
are angels created by God who dwell near His presence more than others. Because of 
this, they have six wings; with two wings, they cover their eyes from God’s glory; with 
two other wings, they cover their feet; and with the last two, they fly.“ Is says in the 
Revelation account that they never cease to say: “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God 
Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”! We also see the holy twelve Apostles, 
Patriarchs, and godly Saints all bowing down before the Lord. 

We read in Revelation 5: 

“Then I saw a Lamb who appeared to have been slain, standing in the center of the throne, 
encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, 
which represent the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. And He came and took the 
scroll from the right hand of the One seated on the throne. 

When He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb. Each one had a harp, and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which 
are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song: 

‘Worthy are You to take the scroll and open its seals, because You were slain, and by Your 
blood You purchased for God those from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. 

You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign upon 
the earth.’”124 

This standing Lamb is the center of heaven but also should be the center and focus 
of our worship gatherings and lives on earth. 


Jesus, The Reason for Our Gathering 


Sadly, in our modern day, multitudes of Church gatherings happen for reasons other 
than solely to worship Jesus Christ, the slain Lamb. Much of western Christianity is 
centered around men as the focal point in the Church. Instead, our gathering should be 
unto Him, the Lord of glory. 

The focal point and focus on Jesus Christ is the most relevant thing a Church can do. 
Christ was at the same time both ancient and modern. He was the Logos, who existed 
eternally, and the Incarnate Son, who was born at a specific time. So also, the Church 
that bears His name is called to embody our ancient faith in a modern world. We will 
notice that we are not called to have popular speakers or attractive sermon titles. Christ 
was the focus of the Ancient faith that should be expressed in the same way in our day. 

The Scriptures themselves speak of Jesus. He was the prophesied Messiah to come in 
the Old Testament. In the Holy Gospels, He is incarnated and manifested.“ In the 
New Testament, He is the promised coming King.“ All of the Holy Scriptures speak of 
Him. 

When you enter church buildings, you can also tell the congregation’s emphasis on 
Jesus Christ. Is there a cross front and center as a focus for worship? Are there stained 
glass windows that depict scenes of Christ? Sadly, many churches look like businesses 
or entertainment centers with self-help of men as the focus. To see an altar with Holy 
Scriptures and a chalice displayed gives the reason for our gathering: It is unto Him! 
Many churches simply exist for the speaker to share, but Christianity is much more than 
just a sermon; it’s a living relationship with God through Jesus Christ. “A million 
sermons is not worth trading for a day without Christ’s fellowship.””° It is all the body 
of Christ working together in unity and liturgy (meaning the work of the people). 

Our gathering as the body of Christ is, therefore, unto Him. To worship Him.” 
Many songs in churches speak subjectively, not objectively. They do not put the 
language directly towards God as a prayer. “Do you go to Church to meet God or to 
hear a sermon about Him? How many come to Church expecting a confrontation with 
the Deity?” 


Adoring the Lord Jesus 


The concept of adoration is something lost in a busy Church culture where to stop and 
pause, even silently,“ to worship God” is almost unknown. One fast-paced song after 
another, and we can go through church gatherings without ever truly meeting with God 
spiritually. 

Adoration requires attention; it requires time; it requires gazing and, at times, 
silence. Adoration is the lifting of the heart to God. It is worship in its pure form.” 

The Psalmist encourages us to adore the Lord: 

“Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!”?™ 

“Exalt the Lord our God; worship at His footstool! Holy is He!” 


“Worthy are You, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power, for You created 
all things, and by Your will they existed and were created.” 

An old bishop in the Church prayed this prayer, and it is a wonderful prayer to say 
aloud, allowing the Lord to kindle in you a heart of adoration for Jesus Christ: 

“Take away from me the heart of stone, and give me a heart of flesh, a heart to love and adore 
Thee, a heart to delight in Thee, to follow and to enjoy Thee, for Christ’s sake.” 7° 


Sitting Quietly at His Feet 


We rush to Jesus with so many words, but He longs for our embrace and simply for us 
to sit quietly at His feet.2” A true friend can sit in the company of another friend with 
very few words spoken. It is a restful place, a place of comfort, wholeness, and healing. 
Tozer, a leading evangelical figure, wrote: “It might well be a wonderful revelation to 
some Christians if they were to get completely quiet for a short time, long enough, let us 
say, to get acquainted with their own souls, and to listen in the silence for the deep voice 
of the Eternal God.”2“ Tozer’s practice was to be prostrated in his prayer room for hours 
each day. He was not scared of silence before the Nail-Pierced Feet. 

Mary Magdalene lay at Jesus’ feet, wiping them with her tears.2® St. John, the 
disciple, leaned on his bosom.2” The Tax Collector comes into the temple of God and 
beats his breast with few words, and head is laid low.“ Worship and Adoration lead to 
a place of intimacy and silence before the Lamb that bought us with His own Blood. 
Our words become few;2# our heart is simply uplifted to God. 

“In silence and quiet the devout soul advances in virtue and learns the hidden truths 
of Scripture.”*2 Many do not linger and wait before the Lord in godly fear and 
reverence, a God who desires to share His secrets with us.22 


Adoring the Wounds 


In a well-known old hymn, we sing: 

Were you there when they pierced Him in the Side? 
Were you there when they pierced Him in the Side? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they pierced Him in the Side? 

When Jesus was resurrected, He appeared to all the disciples, specifically St. 
Thomas. We read of this account: “Then He said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here, and 
see My Hands; and put out your hand and place it in My Side. Do not disbelieve but 
believe.’”2" Though Jesus was in a glorified body, His Wounds were still visible. These 
are visible reminders of His great love and sacrifice for humanity. These Wounds lead 
us to worship and adoration. 

Jesus is still in heaven, “A Lamb standing, as though It had been slain,”*" His 
Wounds are eternally visible to His worshippers. We worship Him for His love,”"® His 
propitiation,*” His redemption,*“ His atonement,2” His mercy,~° His goodness.”! 


In one of the early Moravian settlements, a plaque is inscribed Gloria Pleurae (Honour 
to the Side). All the wounds of the Lord are sacred, yet in Church history, there has been 
a leaning of reverence for the Side Wound caused by the soldier’s spear. 

St. John Chrysostom spoke extensively on the Side Wound of Jesus in the passage, 
“There flowed from His Side water and blood” He exclaims: 

“Beloved, do not pass over this mystery without thought; it has yet another hidden meaning, 
which I will explain to you. I said that water and blood symbolized Baptism and the Holy 
Eucharist. From these two sacraments the Church is born: from Baptism, ‘the cleansing water 
that gives rebirth and renewal through the Holy Spirit, and from the Holy Eucharist. Since the 
symbols of Baptism and the Eucharist flowed from His Side, it was from His Side that Christ 
fashioned the Church, as He had fashioned Eve from the side of Adam. Moses gives a hint of this 
when he tells the story of the first man and makes him exclaim: ‘Bone from my bones and flesh 
from my flesh!’ 

As God then took a rib from Adam's side to fashion a woman, so Christ has given us blood 
and water from His Side to fashion the Church. God took the rib when Adam was in a deep sleep, 
and in the same way Christ gave us the blood and the water after His own death.” 

What a beautiful spiritual truth that the Church was born from Christ. And, of 
course, this birth comes through His blood sacrifice. A son honors his mother, who 
birthed him. How much more should we honor and adore the One who birthed us into 
His living Holy Church, His Body? 


Heavenly Worship Now 


Life is so short. Time passes faster with the years that go by. Yet time itself can almost 
stand still for us as we enter into the timeless worship of the Son of God. The invitation 
comes to us today. Will we be those who adore our Lord now? When we come on the 
Lord’s Day, will we see and worship Him? 

The wounded Lamb is before us. Let us bow down and worship! 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


LIVING A SACRAMENTAL LIFE 


“For the Present is the point at which time touches eternity.” - C.S. Lewis 


“We live from Eucharist to Eucharist, from Sunday to Sunday. We are either in a state of thankfulness or in a state 
of preparation. This is what it means to live between Easter and the Second Coming.” - Astor Yelangueuzian 


WE ALL KNOW that most, if not all, Churches accept two Sacraments, namely: 
Baptism“ and the Lords Supper.“ Sacraments are physical acts that represent spiritual 
realities. The Lord sets apart water during a baptism for a special holy use. And the 
Lord sets apart bread and wine for a hallowed use when remembering His death and 
resurrection. Universally all Christian denominations would agree with these two 
actions in their practices and traditions as a group. 

But what is a sacramental life? It is a life that allows the world around us to lead us 
into the Divine realities of God. It is choosing to spiritualize the mundane aspects of our 
lives in the same way that the Early Church did to reflect and glorify Christ and aid in 
our sanctification into His image.“* All of this life is for Christ. Marriage is really a 
shadow of the spiritual reality of Christ and the Church.2” 

To live a sacramental life means to say constantly to ourselves, whether we eat or 
drink, we should do all things for the glory of God.” The early Church sought to bring 
great glory to Christ by having the most insignificant things in life represent Him. 


The Church Calendar 


One step the early Church believers took was to turn the calendar into a remembrance 
of God and Christ’s incarnation. Each Sunday “we all hold our common assembly” for 
it was the day Christ rose from the grave. Easter Sunday became the pinnacle and most 
important Sunday of the year. Easter (pascha) is the day of the new beginning of the 
entire cosmos, the day of resurrection. The very resurrection of Christ is the pivotal day 
in all human history. Even in modern calendars, we see time split in half with B.C. 
(Before Christ) and A.D. (Anno Domini - In the year of the Lord). We cannot emphasize 
enough the importance of the death and resurrection of the Son of God in time and 
eternity. 


Each moment in time is a way we can touch eternity. The early Church Fathers 
recognized this and desired to sanctify as much of this daily life as possible to bring our 
hearts and minds heavenward, not only thinking about eternity but being affected by it. 

The history of Jewish worship is a history of festivals, holy days, and liturgical 
actions.*“ It was normative for the early disciples to think this way; therefore, having 
yearly remembrances of key events for the Church was simply how they thought and 
functioned.2@ As already alluded to, Easter was the main significant event. All other 
remembrances brought the Church back to this high holy day. This one event is 
anticipated or remembered throughout the year. And therefore, all the years after the 
original resurrection of Christ are also years to look back on the core element of our 
faith. 

St. Thomas Churches seek to hold only the earliest dates in the calendar and not new 
invented dates that came later in Church history (Lent, All Saints Day, Certain Feast days). 
Simply keeping to the dates in the Calendar that are more centred on Jesus which was 
the faith and desire of the earliest believers. 

The Early Church Fathers were intensely Christ-centered and Christ-focused. They 
aimed to point all events towards Him; the Lord’s Day*® hallowed the pagan Sunday. 
The hours of prayer? hallowed the morning, noon and evening of each day to set our 
minds on Christ. Jesus became the focus of the seasons. His incarnation is celebrated in 
the winter, and His resurrection is in the spring. Each rising and setting of the sun 
spoke to some early believers of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The 
remembrance of wine and bread was a constant focal point of His great suffering for 
humanity. Many Old Testament types and stories became stories of the glorious Gospel 
of Christ.2% 


Keeping Sacred Time 


The Liturgical Year of the Church is not a modern, made-up idea but goes right back to 
the very beginnings of the Church. Polycarp and many second century bishops were 
carrying on the traditions from the Apostles: “Polycarp also was not only instructed by 
Apostles and conversed with many who had seen Christ, but was also, by Apostles in 
Asia, appointed bishop of the Church in Smyrna.” The original Jewish feasts and holy 
days are the roots of this tradition. The Church year is centered around the redemption 
actions of Jesus Christ on the earth. It celebrates and re-lives His story of healing 
mankind from sin and death.22 The two largest parts of this story that everything 
revolves around are the Incarnation“ and the Resurrection.“ The Incarnation is 
celebrated starting with Advent, and the Resurrection is celebrated from Easter to 
Pentecost. 

Each Sunday (Lord’s Day) Christians gather for the “weekly remembrance of the 
glorious resurrection.”*” This is the Holy Eucharist also called the Great Thanksgiving. 
“Each Sunday testifies to the resurrection. Every Sunday is a weekly little Easter.”* The 


center point and climax of the Church year is Easter, when Jesus’ timeless sacrifice is 
remembered and re-enacted. 

The Church year begins with Advent, being a reminder of the waiting period for His 
second coming, but primarily to celebrate Jesus Christ’s Incarnation, being born into 
the earth.“ So the normal calendar begins on January 1, but the Church year starts in 
November! 

The next part of the Church year is Christmastide, which begins with the nativity of 
Jesus Christ (December 25) and goes on twelve days celebrating the Incarnation. 

Epiphany is the next season of the Church year that begins with the Magi visiting the 
Christ Child. This season primarily speaks of the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles. 

Now we come to the Mount Everest of the Christian year! Easter. It is called Holy 
Week, and certain events are recognized. On Palm Sunday, Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem is 
re-enacted. Good Friday is a very solemn day when the death of Christ is recognized. 
On Holy Saturday, there is no celebration of the Eucharist, known as a day of fasting. 
Lastly, the Easter Vigil happens when congregants come very early in the morning to 
light the paschal candle, symbolizing Christ’s resurrection from the dead. This is a very 
joyful service, and historically, this has been the main day when people are water 
baptized. Easter Sunday is the day of the new beginning of the entire cosmos, the day of 
resurrection. Christ’s Resurrection marks the beginning of the New Creation.“ 

The Pentecost season happens afterwards, representing the day that the Church was 
born. It is the longest season in the Church calendar and lasts till Advent begins. 

The Early Church Fathers were intensely Christ-centered and Christ-focused. They 
aimed to point all events in our life back to Christ Himself. Whether it was times of day 
or seasons of the year, it all had significance tracing back to the Holy Gospel. 

Celebrating the Church Year is yet another way to live a sacramental life in order to 
allow God’s very creation, times, and seasons to testify of Him; therefore, we bring 
glory to God. 


The Sign of the Cross 


The Scriptures record was used to carry on many traditions in the Church from 
Apostolic times. But there have been some godly traditions that started in the first 200 
years of the Church that were done for reasons of truth and theology. These physical 
actions were things that reminded believers of great spiritual truth and belief. These 
practices do not nullify the word of God but simply act as sacramental helps. One of 
these practices is the Sign of the Cross. The cross of Jesus Christ is where our Lord 
wrought the victory over the power of sin, the devil and the demons.” 

The cross is the emblem not only of suffering but of victory. The cross has been an 
early Church symbol that has lasted to this day, resulting in it being the main symbol 
used in most evangelical churches and all other Christian groups. Most prominently, a 
cross is on or behind a preaching pulpit, and especially crosses on top of Church 


buildings have been practiced worldwide. Making the sign of the cross has endured to 
this day in various Christian groups. In the 2nd century, Tertullian said, “In all our 
travels and movements, in all our coming in and going out, in the putting on of our 
shoes, at the bath, at the table, in lighting our candles, in lying down, in sitting down, 
whatever employment occupieth us, we mark our foreheads with the sign of the cross.” 

Paul when he said, “I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus”™* is the living 
emblem of one who embraced the taking “up his cross daily and follow Me”, he 
might have not worn a cross physically but he bore one in his heart through suffering.7” 
When we bear the cross today, are we also agreeing that we will follow Jesus in this 
narrow way of suffering. 

In around 300 A.D., St. Cyril of Jerusalem also mentions this practice. Not all 
reformers adopted this practice, though some did (Anglicans, Lutherans, etc.), though it 
dates to ante-Nicene Christianity. St. Basil also said that the Apostles “taught us to 
mark with the sign of the cross [during water baptism] those who put their hope in the 
Lord.” 

The sign of the cross is a prayer and declaration that we make when we trace the 
cross on our upper bodies.*2 When we make the sign of the cross, we trace with our 
right hand a path reminiscent of the cross upon which Jesus died. Thus, when 
completed, the motion of our hand makes a cross. 

Martin Luther taught all his followers to make the sign of the cross as a sacramental 
symbol and reminder of the Lord’s possession of His people in the Gospel. In his 
Catechism, he exhorts his followers: “In the morning, when you rise, you shall make the 
sign of the holy cross, and you shall say: ‘In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.2%2 Amen.’ Then, kneeling or standing, you shall say the Apostles’ 
Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. In the evening, when you go to bed, you shall make the 
sign of the holy cross, and you shall say: ‘In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.’ Then, kneeling or standing, you shall say the Apostles’ Creed 
and the Lord’s Prayer.” 

In another sermon Luther says: “Therefore Christ alone is the rock. Where any other 
foundation is laid, then make the sign of the cross over yourself.”* 

Hippolytus of Rome in A.D. 215 wrote: “If you are tempted, hasten to sign yourself 
on the forehead against the devil, provided you make it with faith.”*” Therefore, the 
sign of the cross was also seen as a way to protect yourself spiritually, to put on the 
armor of God.2% 


The Cross: A Sacramental Symbol 


John Wesley, the founder of the Methodists, also encouraged this practice on different 
occasions, one being when Elders are called to lay hands on someone, anointing them 
with oil in the name of the Lord. 


In various Presbyterian Churches, such as the Church of Scotland, this practice of 
the sign of the cross is used during communion and also in benediction when the 
minister concludes the service using the trinitarian blessing. Anglicans practice the sign 
of the cross as a blessing over people and as part of the liturgy service, culminating in 
making the sign of the cross over Holy Communion. Some other smaller current 
evangelical movements also carry on this practice and tradition. 

The rise of the practice was mostly due to the stand of the Church on the doctrine of 
the Trinity against many heresies that were denying that God came in the flesh. The 
practice of the sign of the cross was a way to solidify this theology in the minds of 
believers. Many also saw it as a way of proclaiming the victory of the cross over the 
enemy and all principalities.“ When one does the sign of the cross over themselves, 
they are not only proclaiming the truth of whom God is (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) but 
also proclaiming their body as the possession of the Lord.**! This practice demonstrates 
the importance to the early Church of promoting the truth of Jesus’ dual nature as fully 
God and fully man, as well as the doctrine of the Trinity. 

Practicing the sign of the Cross is a wonderful sacramental action that can allow us 
to keep more in union with God, remind ourselves the importance of the Lord’s death, 
and use it as a form of protection in spiritual warfare, declaring our body and spirit to 
be owned by Christ.2? This practice is not required by laity (optional) but will be used by 
clergy in some liturgical functions. 


Apostolic Practice of Hours Of Prayer 


“One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in 
the afternoon.”2 Would it be strange to know that the early Apostles prayed at specific 
hours of the day? For many believers in Jesus Christ, we are afforded the liberty to pray 
at any time, which, of course, is right, as the Apostles did have that same liberty.2™ Yet 
there was a very old practice in the people of God’s history that carried over into the 
Church. 

Daniel practiced the three specific times of prayer daily.2° In the Psalms, there are 
multiple references to the hours of prayer.*° It is also interesting to note that the 
Apostles prayed the Psalms,*” as did Jesus Christ when he was dying on the cross: “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”*° 

There were three distinct times: 9 a.m. (the 3rd hour), 12 noon (the 6th hour), and 3 
p-m. (the ninth hour). We read in the above passage that the Apostles went “at three” 
which is right but in Jewish times and in Greek this would have meant “the ninth hour.” 
Peter the Apostle practiced the hours of prayer as it says: “Peter went up on the 
housetop about the sixth hour to pray.”*” The early Church carried on this tradition of 
praying the Psalms and also praying at the hours of prayer. 

Early Church Father Tertullian says, “Touching the time, however, the extrinsic 
observance of certain hours will not be unprofitable-those common hours, I mean, 


which mark the intervals of the day-the third, the sixth, the ninth2“-which we may find 
in the Scriptures to have been more solemn than the rest.” 

Books on prayer in our modern-day Church are too numerous to count. Advice and 
words are multiplied to encourage brothers and sisters in the Lord to commit to prayer. 
It has been no hidden secret that the prayer life of pastors and spiritual leaders in 
evangelical circles has waned greatly in our modern day. At times formal prayer has 
been transformed into a freer model, but this has not helped prayer to flourish in the 
Church. To have set times to set apart one’s day to fix the gaze back on the Lord is not 
just helpful but essential to spiritual formation. 

Early believers recited the Lord’s Prayer three times a day in-line with the hours of 
prayer. In a very early manuscript called the Didache it says towards the Lord’s Prayer: 
“Thrice in the day thus pray.”*4 This prayer “was seen by the early Church as one of its 
holy treasures.” It is said in unison during a Eucharist gathering and is the first words 
that a baptized Christian would say, “Our Father.”2“ 

There is a reason why Scripture speaks of these things, and the Lord knows the 
benefit of discipline to help us grow in godliness. A.W. Tozer, speaking of this need to 
recover a more disciplined prayer life, says: “Every Christian should have a stated time 
each day which he can give to the holy office of prayer.” Each day of our short lives is 
the Lord’s. Before each meal, we give thanks to the Lord. Before we sleep, we thank the 
Lord for the day. Should we also not thank the Lord throughout the day? This 
sacramental sanctifying of specific hours of the day to cast our minds back upon the 
Lord has been one of the key sacramental practices of the historic Church. 


Christs Death and the Hours of Prayer 


“Tt was nine in the morning when they crucified him.” The death of Jesus Christ is the 
most important day in the world and humanity’s history. We recognize this day in our 
modern calendar by stating events are after the death of Christ or before the death of 
Christ. For eternity, this is a timeless event where God dwells. It was an eternal sacrifice 
that was given once and for all in time.2@ We are trapped in time as mortal human 
beings. Our days are few.2“ 

The significance of the death of Jesus Christ has been foreshadowed in the history of 
God’s dealings with men. It is also the focal point of Christian worship in Holy 
Communion,“ Baptism of Water speaks of identifying with his death.2“ The earliest 
Apostles’ Creed of the Church speaks of Christ’s death. The early Church chose the 
cross as one of the main symbols to represent their belief. In heaven, we will be 
worshipping the Lord at the throne of God and thanking him for His death on the 
cross.22 Sometimes we think little and do not meditate enough on the very death of our 
Lord, which brought us to God and changed everything. In the Lord’s Supper, we 
“proclaim the Lord’s death.” It was in the death of Christ that the mystery of 


redemption was actuated. This focus on the death of Christ does not minimize the 
importance of the resurrection.” 

What is fascinating is the hours of prayer that Early believers practiced followed the 
actual events of the death of Christ. He was crucified in the third hour.* Darkness 
covered the land at the sixth hour2® At the ninth hour Jesus cried out and “breathed his 
last.”*4 Some early believers saw great significance in this and were reminded of the 
Lord’s death and suffering through the hours of prayer. It is for us as believers to 
meditate upon and dwell on the death of Christ which gives us eternal life. 

There is an eternal richness to everything the son of God did, especially His death on 
the cross. In the Apostolic Tradition, Hippolytus says, “For at that hour Christ was 
displayed nailed to the tree. Pray likewise at the time of the sixth hour. For as Christ 
was fixed on the wood of the cross that day was divided, and a great darkness 
descended. Therefore you should pray a powerful prayer at that hour. And they should 
pray at the ninth hour also a great prayer and give great praise. For at that hour Christ, 
pierced in the side, poured forth water and blood and lit up the rest of that day and 
brought it so to the evening.”2© 

Hippolytus also gives us these words in the Apostolic Tradition: “He who prays in 
the Church [in the morning hours] will be able to pass by the wickedness of the day. If 
you are faithful to act thus [praying the hours], you shall not undergo temptation, nor 
will you perish, for you shall have Christ always in mind.”*° Identifying sacramentally 
with our Lord in this way is one way we can cease from sin” and set ourselves apart as 
holy to the Lord.288 

What a sobering thought that we should, as God's creation, still pray during the very 
time when the Lord was wounded for our transgressions.* In eternity we will be 
praising and glorifying the Lord, honouring Him forever for the great price He paid. 
May we start to do this now in our few days here on Earth. 


Baptism, The Entry Way 


One of the main Biblical sacraments is Water Baptism, which is the entry into the Church. 
You see, in Church architecture, there is a water font, usually placed right in the 
entryway of the Church building. This is done on purpose to signify its critical role as 
part of the salvation process of the individual, the first obedience in the Gospel. 

For my journey, when I started to realize the importance and value of Baptism, I 
started to ask many question. The burning question before me was: What really 
happens upon baptism? What does it truly signify? For some Churches, it was just a rite 
of membership; for others, it was just a way to testify to everyone their experience; even 
for others, it was treated as an evangelism opportunity only. However, as I studied the 
Early Church Fathers and re-read the Holy Scriptures, I realized that Water Baptism 
was part of the actual salvation experience for these Book of Acts Christians. At the very 
least water Baptism signifies a ratification and sealing*! of the surrender of one’s heart 


to Jesus Christ and is not something we can bypass, it is “part’* of the salvation 
experience just like the final resurrection will culminate our salvation from sin and 
death through Christ.7% 

Baptism was not only a symbol; it was clear from the Bible that the Holy Spirit was 
received upon the Water Baptism of individuals: “Repent and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

“And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also-not the removal of dirt 
from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.”2 

“For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ.”° 

“And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, 
calling on His Name.’”? 

“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will 
be condemned.”8 

“Jesus answered, ‘Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 
they are born of water and the Spirit.’”7% 


The early Church Fathers were conclusive on this also: 

“Happy is our sacrament of water, in that, by washing away the sins of our early 
blindness, we are set free and admitted into eternal life.”2 

“Without baptism, salvation is attainable by none’=4 

“It is not possible to receive forgiveness of sins without baptism.” 

“If any man does not receive baptism, he does not have salvation. The only 
exception is the martyrs, who even without water will receive the kingdom.”*2 

“[According to] Apostolic tradition . . . the churches of Christ hold inherently that 
without baptism and participation at the table of the Lord it is impossible for any man 
to attain either to the kingdom of God or to salvation and life eternal. This is the witness 
of Scripture too.” 


For myself, one of the most convincing things was reading the Catechetical Lecture on 
Baptism and Apostolic Tradition of Hippolytus. These early Church documents explain 
how Water Baptism was done. And the amazing fact is that some historic Churches, 
1000+ years later, are still doing almost the exact same ritual and wording in some cases! 

St. Thomas Church takes a position of belief in infant baptism like many other 
protestant Churches but also will baptize upon confession for those who have a 
conscience towards that position. We would rather be united in Christ than divide over 
this issue. All water baptism for older children or adults would be, where possible, full 


immersion. For infants water baptism would be administered by sprinkling or pouring. 
We seek not to be divisive on this issue but graceful. 

Here is an excerpt from St. Cyril of Jerusalem on Baptism: 

“After these things, ye were led to the holy pool of Divine Baptism, as Christ was 
carried from the Cross to the Sepulchre which is before our eyes. And each of you was 
asked, whether he believed in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, and ye made that saving confession, and descended three times into the water, 
and ascended again; here also hinting by a symbol at the three days burial of Christ.”°% 


Sacramental Actions 


In this chapter, we have learned about many major sacramental actions the Church 
believes and practices: Holy Baptism, Hours of Prayer, Sign of the Cross, and the Church 
Calendar. These actions we take in our lives speak of eternal events and have eternal 
ramifications. Mixed with faith, these practices can bolster our faith and further us 
spiritually. We have to remember our lives are not our own,“ daily we should remind 
ourselves of this, through these sacramental actions. 

The Scriptures are replete with examples of sacramental events. One does not have 
to read far into the Bible to see the significance of blood sacrifice,“’ animal skin 
coverings, the staff of Moses,“ the Tabernacle,*” Feasts,*4 etc. 

When we start to live this life, realizing everything physical has spiritual results,*4 
this will begin the process of sanctifying our daily lives and make the reality of the 
incarnation of God in the flesh*“ seem much more important. 

The greatest sacrament given we have not focused on yet, is Holy Communion, also 
known as Holy Eucharist (The Great Thanksgiving). This Bread and Wine that our Lord 
gave to His disciples to remember Him and partake in union with Him is a practice 
kept by virtually all expressions of the Church to this day. You might be surprised at the 
significance of this sacramental action as you explore it in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


TIMELESSNESS OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 


“The Church is the epicentre of the universe. Worship is the epicentre of the Church.” - K.P. Yohannan 


“--numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice,” Worthy is the Lamb who 
was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honour and glory and blessing!’”3!4 


“I SAW THE Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of His robe filled 
the temple.”*= When we enter a large Church building we sense the greatness of the 
God who is worshipped. For those who have never been in a large stone Church 
building, this is an experience that you are missing. I remember when studying at 
college I would go into an old, large Anglican Church on my way back home. I stayed 
in there for an hour or more, reading the Bible, praying, and spending time in silence. It 
was a powerful way to put God back into my thoughts and have a sense of His 
presence. The building itself gives you the sense of God, in the high ceilings, stonework, 
and stained glass. You get the sense of what the prophet Isaiah felt when he went into 
the temple (Isaiah 6). Church buildings can be a representation of what we think of God 
and worship. 

Many modern Church buildings lack any grandeur,*“ holiness?“ or reverence*® for 
God. Sadly, this speaks for the people who also worship in them. A.W. Tozer stated that 
in his day he felt the evangelical Church had lost worship. What I believe he meant is 
that we lost the conception of the great, holy God we worshipped and, therefore, lacked 
the ability to worship God appropriately.“ We see another important aspect of this 
passage of Scripture,*” Isaiah is being given a glimpse into the heavenly worship in the 
throne of God. Some wonder what we will do in heaven, or what is happening in 
heaven right now. In this passage and in Revelation 5 we see the picture of heavenly 
worship of angels, elders, and songs of worship and praise being given to God. 

In some older Churches the intention and design of the church is trying to imitate 
heaven and give a sense of its holy atmosphere. The focus of early Church worship was 
Jesus Christ and His death for mankind. We see in the heavenly throne room as the 
focal point: “A Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the 
throne.”224 

Some Churches make the main figure the charismatic speaker or worship band, but 
in the early Church they put the Holy Communion as the center and focus of the worship. 


There were Scripture readings and short messages but the focus was on the Lord 
Himself. When a Christian service begins, do you feel yourself joining in with the holy 
angels in worship of the Lord? Paul the Apostle was pleading with the Church in 
Corinth to get their eyes off of men and onto the Lord: “Was Paul crucified for you? 
Were you baptized in the name of Paul?’2~ Essentially Paul was saying if we elevate 
Christian speakers too highly we end up up taking away glory from Jesus Christ, His 
death, and resurrection. May God help us recover that sense of God’s holiness in our 
modern churches. Francis Chan, a famous evangelical speaker, recently preached in a 
large evangelical church for many weeks. He put a communion cup and bread on a 
table at the front of the church. He stated that though teaching was needful, having the 
elements there would remind the people why they are gathering at this church weekly. 
It is to meet with the Lord and remember His death. 


Entering Into Heaven’s Worship 


What a shock heaven will be for so many people. As we are so earth-bound and earth- 
focused, many modern believers have given very little thought to heaven itself. Yet we 
see in the traditions of the Church that the focus on heaven was one of their main 
considerations. Golden bowls,*¥ incense,* holy angels,*” 24 elders,*° prostration before 
the Lord,*”-not the typical church meeting for most believers! When we read Revelation 
5, we are given a beautiful picture of looking into heaven right now. We are given the 
same picture of the heavenly throne room in Isaiah chapter 6. It might be hard to get our 
minds around the idea that right now there is a “great cloud of witnesses”2% 
worshipping the Lord but it is true. John Chrysostom says when we gather as the 
Church to worship: “You are accompanied by the Cherubim in the Thrice-Holy Hymn 
and with them-peacefully-you glorify the All-holy Triune God.” 

When we read these two chapters of holy Scripture, we are taken aback with the 
great sense of awe and holiness in heaven. One golden chord of thought and belief in 
early Christian theology is that, when we corporately worship together, we are entering 
also the worship of the holy angels and cloud of witnesses in heaven. 

Worship has become so self-centered that such thinking seems absurd in our day. Yet 
Christian worship has always been lofty as we are worshipping God, not some idol or 
lesser deity. One minute in heaven of true heavenly worship will seem like an eternity. It 
would be a good start for us to meditate and consider these two chapters mentioned in 
relation to our worship of God. 

The Apostle Peter recounts an event that was life-changing for him. When he 
recounts it in his mind, it brings great reverence and awe for the holy God he serves. I 
can imagine the Apostle closing his eyes with tears as he thinks of the holy voice of God 
he heard and the glorified Lord Jesus he saw with mortal eyes.*% He said they were 
“eyewitnesses of His majesty’** and when “the voice came to him from the Majestic 
Glory”*” these things were life-changing to see and hear, for he was witnessing the holy 


presence of God. And it is no wonder he calls it the sacred mountain. What is sacred 
anymore in our Christian life? Are things in the Church still holy to you? Is worship 
something that gives you the sense of angels worshipping with you??= 

Christianity has always been a holy religion. There is nothing mundane about it, yet 
modern thinking wants to bring Christ and all the holy things of God into the mud and 
mire of common things. Even with the Bible we hold, we can lack the sense of what Paul 
the Apostle named them to be: “Holy Scriptures.”*“ Early believers read the Scriptures 
with reverence and worship. 


Experiencing Christ Tangibly 

For some in our day, Christ is just a creed or name but not a Living Person who they are 
intimate with or experience tangibly. The Church’s worship began not with songs and a 
sermon but disciples leaning on the breast of the Son of God,2* or a prostitute wiping 
Jesus’ feet with tears and her hair.*°® Worship was Peter bowing in the boat saying, “Go 
from me, Lord, I am a sinful man!”22 

For the early disciples, worship was taking the bread and wine on Passover with 
Jesus.°* This practice of the Lord’s Supper has been passed on from generation to 
generation and has become a way for us to experience Christ as the early disciples did. 
Through the command and blessing of Jesus Christ, we can experience Him through 
this holy practice of the bread and wine being done as prescribed in remembrance of 
Him. 

The earliest Church Fathers said Communion (Holy Eucharist) was a moment to 
touch Christ tangibly in time: 

“That chalice-rather, that which the chalice contains-has been sanctified by the 
word of God and is the Blood of Christ.” 

“As two pieces of wax fused together make one so he who receives Holy 
Communion is so united with Christ that Christ is in him and he is in Christ.” 

The doctrine and belief of Real Presence was something that was believed by all 
believers for 1500 years of Church history before the Reformation. After the 
Reformation there were certain more extreme wings of belief that reacted and created a 
view of symbolism with the Lord’s Supper. But by the majority when the Lord’s Supper 
was practiced it was believed that they were participating in the Blood and Body of 
Jesus Christ by faith. Something mystical was happening! Jesus said, “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.”*+ We are those who take by faith His words 
and celebrate His death and resurrection. Yet this “blessedness” comes to us in a 
spiritual experience of union and abiding with the Presence of Christ. 


Worshipping in Time 
As early believers followed the tradition and doctrine of the holy Apostles and repeated 
the liturgies that formed, they entered into the worship of God with the saints of all 


ages. When we choose to set apart ourselves by faith to worship God we enter into a 
place of timelessness where all heavenly beings are worshipping the Trinity. 

In Hebrews it says, “Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence.”* 
This entering into God’s throne room through prayer and worship puts us in the very 
presence of Him who is eternal (outside the constraints of time) and is, therefore, timeless. 

Worship is the center of the Church itself and the celebration of the holy Eucharist is 
the center of the worship of the Church! When we come and remember the death of our 
Lord we worship God for the most significant event that the Godhead ever did for 
mankind. 

In all Christian Churches there is a verbal proclamation of the institution of the 
Lord’s Supper as all groups would say: 

“On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is My 
Body, which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of Me.’””** 

“Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when He had given thanks, He gave 
it to them, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you; for this is My Blood of the New Covenant, which is 
shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in 
remembrance of Me.”’** 

When the words are said by faith and other parts of the liturgy, we are entering into 
worship with angels and elders who are saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb, 
who was slain.” *° 


Kairos and Chronos 


There are two Greek words for ‘time’ in the Scriptures. One is Chronos which is the 
measurement of quantitative or exact time. It is the kind of time that is measured in 
days, hours, minutes and seconds. The second word for time is Kairos, was is defined as 
the right, critical, or opportune moment. This ultimately refers to God’s time. It is not 
measured in hours, minutes or seconds. God’s time and our time move differently. 

When we worship in the Spirit of God and by faith, we enter into Kairos time which 
is essentially eternal or outside of time. When we come to the Eucharist service to 
worship God we set aside all thoughts of the world and focus our attention on God. We 
essentially become like the angels in our task at this time point. An early Church Father 
therefore exhorts us: “Let us who mystically represent the Cherubim and sing the thrice 
holy hymn to the life-giving Trinity, set aside all the cares of life that we may receive the 
King of all, invisibly escorted by the Angelic Hosts. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.”*° 

“The crucifixion of Christ is an event with eternal consequences. Through this event 
all humankind before and after the cross, in fact all creation, may be saved; and in this 
sense it is an eternal sacrifice. Not that Christ is eternally re-sacrificed, but that the scope 
of the crucifixion is eternal — reaching out to each communicant in the Eucharist.”*“ 


We have all had that sense of when God has worked“* through us, spoken*“ through 
us, or shown Himself to us*” that time in a sense stands still for us. The Divine activity 
of God is timeless.*+ The celebration of the Eucharist is timeless. We enter into 
participation with Christ, His Body and Blood. 

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the Blood of Christ? 
The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the Body of Christ?” 

And Christ gives us the clear command to experience union with Him through the 
act of Lord’s Supper: 

“Tam the Living Bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he 
will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is My Flesh.”** 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the Flesh of the Son of Man and drink His 
Blood, you have no life in you.”*4 


Early Church Fathers on Eucharist 


The testimony of the earliest Church leaders is very clear. They all believed that the 
Eucharist was more than a symbol. Some of these bishops especially Ignatius were in 
direct succession to the original Apostles. In closing of this chapter here are a few of 
their quotes: 

St. Ignatius, A.D. 110: “I have no taste for corruptible food nor for the pleasures of 
this life. I desire the bread of God, which is the flesh of Jesus Christ, who was of the 
seed of David; and for drink I desire His blood, which is love incorruptible.”>> 

St. Justin Martyr, A.D. 151: “We call this food Eucharist, and no one else is 
permitted to partake of it, except one who believes our teaching to be true and who has 
been washed in the washing which is for the remission of sins and for regeneration [i.e., 
has received baptism] and is thereby living as Christ enjoined. For not as common bread 
nor common drink do we receive these; but since Jesus Christ our Savior was made 
incarnate by the word of God and had both Flesh and Blood for our salvation, so too, as 
we have been taught, the food which has been made into the Eucharist by the 
Eucharistic prayer set down by Him, and by the change of which our blood and flesh is 
nurtured, is both the Flesh and the Blood of that incarnated Jesus.”*°° 

St. Irenaeus, A.D. 180: “He has declared the cup, a part of creation, to be His own 
blood, from which he causes our blood to flow; and the bread, a part of creation, He has 
established as His own body, from which He gives increase unto our bodies. When, 
therefore, the mixed cup [wine and water] and the baked bread receive the word of God 
and becomes the Eucharist, the Body of Christ.”* 

Clement of Alexandria, A.D. 191: “Eat My Flesh,’ [Jesus] says, ‘and drink My 
Blood.’ The Lord supplies us with these intimate nutrients, He delivers over His flesh 
and pours out His blood, and nothing is lacking for the growth of His children.”** 

St. Cyril of Jerusalem, A.D. 350: “The bread and the wine of the Eucharist before the 
holy invocation of the adorable Trinity were simple bread and wine, but the invocation 


having been made, the bread becomes the Body of Christ and the wine the Blood of 
Christ.”°~ 

St. Augustine, A.D. 411: “That bread which you see on the altar, having been 
sanctified by the word of God, is the Body of Christ. That chalice, or rather, what is in 
that chalice, having been sanctified by the word of God, is the Blood of Christ.”2 


“GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD and HAUGHTY, BUT [continually] GIVES 
[the gift of] GRACE TO THE HUMBLE [who turn away from self-righteousness].”* 
God’s gift of Christ in the Eucharist is still open to those who in humility of mind, like a 
child,* come to experience and worship Him. 


“Hoc enim ore sumitur quod fide creditur. = 
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CHAPTER SIX 


THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER 


“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. "64 


“The psalm of the day was always sung in three sections. At the close of each the priests drew three blasts from their 
silver trumpets and the people bowed down and worshipped. This closed the morning service.” - Alfred Edersheim3® 


OF ALL THE SPIRITUAL disciplines, prayer seems to be the most challenging for most 
believers. The historic Churches have always had helpful disciplines going back to the 
times of the Jews in helping grow and nurture a vibrant prayer life. 

Personal prayer and devotion to the Lord in private** is one of the important 
foundations of prayer. Jesus went alone to pray.*% Next to this the Hours of Prayer is one 
of the best methods to start to have a disciplined prayer life, setting time aside for God. 
These hours of prayer were a Jewish custom Biblically and the early Church carried it 
through into its Church life. Reference to chapter 4 for an in depth look at this practice 
or the St. Thomas Liturgy book. Though these formal prayers are important this should 
not diminish times of adoration in silence*® before the Lord personally and also times to 
uplift the spirit and speak to the Lord*” what is simply on your heart in the daily cares 
of life.°” 

Prayer can seem hard but it’s really only hard if you do not try it. The more you pray 
the more you start to understand the value of the practice?4 and grow in your 
relationship with God. 


The Early Church Prayed! 


Prayer is not just a function added to the Church meeting; it needs to be the very life 
and atmosphere of a Church gathering. The Church was birthed in prayer. It was 
guided in prayer. When they were persecuted, they called a prayer meeting.*4 Prayer 
is the beginning of the Great Commission.*@ The disciples prayed for a successor after 
Judas died.*“ Peter prayed for the lame man at the temple gate.*% St. Stephen prayed for 
his persecutors when he was being martyred.2= Prayer was the main activity of the 
Church. Ananias was praying when God directed him to anoint one of the early key 
leaders of the Church.“ St. Peter the Apostle was praying when God directed him to 
preach the Gospel to the Gentiles. St. Paul prayed for direction many times in his 


missionary journeys. The Apostle Peter prayed for the resurrection of Tabitha from the 
dead. Prayer was the engine of the early Church that helped it grow and reach the 
world with the Good News. “The Lord Jesus Christ did not begin his ministry without 
prayer. We see this in Luke. This is the first thing we must learn as Gospel vessels.”*** 

There are thousands of references to prayer in the Bible. One of the greatest 
privileges of the child of God is to speak to His Holy Father in heaven by prayer. 
Prayer is the litmus test of the health of the Church and the child of God. Prayer is our 
reliance on God, and the lack of prayer shows our independence from God. “If weak in 
prayer, we are weak everywhere. A sinning man stops praying, a praying man stops 
sinning.” 2 


Prayer Meetings Are Important 


Intercessory Prayer meetings are a tremendous place where God births life in a local area. 
To gather with 2-3 other believers and spend time seeking the Lord in prayer allows us 
to speak and share His burdens with local believers. A simple, practical encouragement 
is for members of a parish to spend a few minutes quieting themselves before praying 
in such a meeting.*° 

Then they should then enter into a time of thanksgiving towards the Lord for His 
character, goodness, and for the mighty works done in His Name. Then they should 
lead into a time of intercession—-with thanksgiving**-guided by a servant leader who 
will highlight various prayer requests to the body. He should present such requests 
individually, allowing brothers and sisters to pray into one request until there is a sense 
of breakthrough and fulfillment of the burden from the Lord for that topic. This 
prevailing prayer is necessary, and what a blessing it is to sense the prayer already 
answered from the Lord. There can be intensity and burden*® that can be expressed in 
prayer with fervency.* At other times, prayers might be more intimate and soft spoken 
before the Lord. This is all according to the leading of the Spirit of God, and there is no 
system or pattern for praying except as given by way of examples in the Holy Scriptures 
and by godly prayers of Church Fathers that have gone before us. 

There are even times in prayer for a Blind Bartimaeus shout, where we will not let go 
of God until He answers. Is there a place for this “shouting louder”*' in our theology? 
“Bartimaeus threw aside his coat, jumped up, and came to Jesus.” Cast aside your 
insecurities, don’t listen to the voices of “be quiet.” Have urgency in prayer it will cost 
you. 

Prayer meetings allow for local parish house churches to set all their plans before the 
Lord. Unless He works nothing spiritual can be accomplished.*2 

“Samuel Chadwick, one of God’s great men of past years, taught that Satan’s greatest 
aim is to destroy our prayer lives. Satan is not afraid of prayerless study, prayerless 
work or prayerless religion—but he will tremble when we pray. Remember we are in a 
spiritual warfare. Prayer is one of our main weapons and faith is closely linked with it. 


We must not expect it to be easy. Satan will counterattack any efforts made towards 
effective prayer. We must refuse any form of discouragement and press forward 
whatever the cost.”*4 


George Mueller, A Man of Prayer 


Throughout the history of the Church, there have been many true saints who have been 
great examples to the body of Christ through their prayer lives. One such brother was 
George Mueller of Germany. He prayed up to six times per day. He only asked God to 
supply the needs-not people —as he endeavoured to take care of orphan children. He 
proved that it is sufficient to only ask God without relying on people. When he died, 
there were 2100 orphans and staff solely provided for by faith. Money just came in. All 
was done by faith, and God supplied all needs solely based on prayer for over 64 years. 
Mr. Mueller taught on five conditions for prevailing prayer: 

1) Our entire dependence must be on the Lord Jesus Christ, as the only ground to 
claim any blessings. 

“Whatever you ask in My Name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. If you ask anything in My Name, I will do it.” 

2) We must separate from any known sin.*° 

“Tf | regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear.” 

3) We must have faith in God’s Word of promise as confirmed by God’s oath. Not to 
believe Him is to make Him a liar. 

“The promises of God are trustworthy because they are founded upon the character 
and power of God Almighty.” 

“Until now you have asked nothing in My Name. Ask, and you will receive, that 
your joy may be full.” 

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must 
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”*” 

4) We need to ask according to God’s will. Our motives must be godly. We must not 
ask to fulfill our lusts.“7 

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according 
to His will, He hears us.” 2 

5) There must be waiting upon God and waiting for God. (persistence with patience). 

“Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer 
waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring 
rains.” *% 


Praying the Lord’s Prayer 


Jesus’ disciples could have asked our Lord many questions that could be recorded in 
Holy Scriptures. An interesting question is asked when the disciples said: “Lord, teach 


us to pray.”* This showed that the disciples saw in Jesus a wonderful example of 
prayer, and by His life He was showing them the priority of prayer. 

Jesus spent long times in prayer and fasting.“ He woke up early to pray.“° He 
prayed all night at times.“ He prayed with loud cries.“ He prayed formal prayers in 
the synagogue.*” Jesus constantly prayed to His Father.“ He prayed before meals.*4 He 
prayed during the Passover.“ He prayed intercession over His followers.4~ He prayed 
with tears.*4 He prayed over a city.*> He prayed for His enemies.*“ 

But then Jesus speaks a very simple yet profound teaching on how His disciples are 
to pray: 

This is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom 
come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’*“ 

Though it is valid to take principles from this prayer as a guideline, and the disciples 
surely did that, in Church history it was clear that the Apostles taught a practice to the 
next generation of saying the Lord’s prayer verbatim. 

Some of the earliest Church Fathers taught us to say the Lord’s Prayer daily. One of 
the earliest documents outside of Scripture, called the Didache (or Teaching of the 
Apostles), codifies this practice: 

“You shall not pray like the hypocrites but like the Lord commanded in His gospel; in this 
manner you shall pray: Our Father, who is in heaven, Your Name shall be made holy, Your 
kingdom shall come, Your will shall come to be as in heaven and upon earth; You shall give to us 
our bread for our need today, and You shall forgive us our debt as also we are forgiving our 
debtors, and may You not bring us into a trial, but You shall rescue us from the wicked one, since 
it is Your might and glory into the ages. You shall pray three times of the day in this manner.”** 

Did you catch that last phrase? “You shall pray three times of the day in this 
manner.” That was clear instruction that they were to pray the Lord’s Prayer during the 
specified Jewish hours of prayer (9am morning, noon, and 3pm afternoon). This practice of 
saying the Lord’s Prayer individually as well as corporately has been passed on in the 
Church till this very day. 

One cannot begin to explain the efficacy of such a prayer until you begin to pray it 
more. Instead of becoming rote and mundane, the prayer becomes alive and more 
meaningful. In the Lords’ Prayer you have worship, intimacy, praise, intercession, 
petition, confession, provision, and protection. 

Consider beginning your morning or ending your afternoon prayer with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 


Holy Prayers: An Example 


One way to learn how to pray is to listen to others pray and surround yourself with 
praying people. You can also older prayers of godly saints who knew the Lord 
intimately. Jesus taught this example of teaching by doing (example).*” 

Here is a variety of different prayers taken from various older prayers that are 
edifying to read and pray aloud: 


MORNING PRAYER 


O God, Who art the unsearchable abyss of peace, the ineffable sea of love, the fountain 
of blessings, and the bestower of affection, Who sendest peace to those that receive it; 
open to us this day the sea of Thy love, and water us with the plenteous streams from 
the riches of Thy grace. Make us children of quietness, and heirs of peace. Enkindle in 
us the fire of Thy love; sow in us Thy fear; strengthen our weakness by Thy power; bind 
us closely to Thee and to each other in one firm bond of unity; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. #2 


FOR BLESSINGS 


May God, who seeth all things, and who is the Ruler of all spirits and the Lord of all 
flesh-who chose our Lord Jesus Christ and us through Him to be a peculiar people- 
grant to every soul that calleth upon His glorious and holy Name, faith, peace, patience, 
long-suffering, self-control, purity, and sobriety, to the well-pleasing of His Name, 
through our High Priest and Protector, Jesus Christ, by whom be to Him glory, and 
majesty, and power, and honour, both now and forevermore. Amen.24 


INTERCESSION 


May God the Father, and the Eternal High Priest Jesus Christ, build us up in faith and 
truth and love, and grant to us our portion among the saints with all those who believe 
on our Lord Jesus Christ. We pray for all saints, for kings and rulers, for the enemies of 
the Cross of Christ, and for ourselves we pray that our fruit may abound and we may 
be made perfect in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.*# 


FOR SOUL CLEANSING 


Release, pardon, and forgive, O God, all our voluntary and involuntary sins, such as we 
have committed in action and in word, knowingly and ignorantly, by night and by day, 
in mind and thought, forgive us all in goodness and love. Sanctify, O Lord, our souls, 
bodies and spirits; examine our minds and search our consciences; take from us all evil 
imaginations, all impurity of thought, all inclinations to lust, all depravity of 
conception, all envy, pride and hypocrisy, all falsehood, deceit and irregular living, all 
covetousness, vain glory and sloth; all malice, anger and wrath, all remembrance of 
injuries, all blasphemy and every motion of flesh and spirit that is contrary to the purity 
of Thy Will. Amen. 


TO WITNESS FOR CHRIST 


Grant, O merciful God, that as Thy holy Apostle St. James, leaving his father and all that 
he had, without delay, was obedient to the call of Thy son Jesus Christ, and followed 
Him, and at last cheerfully laid down his life for His gospel’s sake, so I, forsaking all 
worldly and carnal affections, may be evermore ready to follow Thy holy 
commandments, and, whenever Thy providence shall make it my duty, may readily 
and cheerfully embrace death, though armed with his utmost terror, rather than forsake 
or deny Thee. Let me rejoice in every happy occasion of testifying the sincerity of my 
love, by suffering for Thy truth, and let the firm belief of those glorious eternal rewards 
which Thou hast prepared for them who lay down their lives for Thy sake, support me 
under all the cruelties of the most merciless persecutors. Grant this, O blessed Lord, 
who didst die for me, and didst rise again, and now sittest at the right hand of the 
Father, to intercede for me, and all Thy faithful disciples. Amen. 


FOR GROWTH IN GRACE 


Give perfection to beginners, O Father; give intelligence to the little ones; give aid to 
those who are running their course. Give sorrow to the negligent; give fervour of spirit 
to the lukewarm. Give to the perfect a good consummation; for the sake of Christ Jesus 
our Lord. Amen.*~ 


FOR BLESSINGS 


We most earnestly beseech Thee, O Thou Lover of mankind, to bless all Thy people, the 
flocks of Thy fold. Send down into our hearts the peace of heaven, and grant us also the 
peace of this life. Give life to the souls of all of us, and let no deadly sin prevail against 
us, or any of Thy people. Deliver all who are in trouble, for Thou art our God, who 
settest the captives free; who givest hope to the hopeless, and help to the helpless; who 
liftest up the fallen; and who art the Haven of the shipwrecked. Amen.“ 


FOR PROTECTION 


Be gracious to our prayers, O merciful God, and guard Thy people with loving 
protection; that they who confess Thine only begotten Son as God, born in our bodily 
flesh, may never be corrupted by the deceits of the devil; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.*~ 


GATHERED FOR WORSHIP 


O Lord God, Who hast taught us to pray all together, and hast promised to hear the 
united voices of two or three invoking Thy Name; hear now, O Lord, the prayers of Thy 
servants unto their salvation, and give us in this world knowledge of Thy Truth, and in 
the world to come life everlasting; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*® 


FOR CONVERTS 


Remember, O Lord, all who in heathen lands are under instruction for Holy Baptism; 
have mercy upon them and confirm them in the faith; remove all the remains of idolatry 
and superstition from their hearts, that being devoted to Thy law, Thy precepts, Thy 
fear, Thy truths, and Thy commandments, they may grow to a firm knowledge of the 
word in which they have been instructed, and may be found worthy to be made an 
habitation of the Holy Ghost, by the laver of regeneration, for the remission of their sins, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*” 


CLOSING PRAYER 


Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time to make our common supplications 
unto Thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in Thy name 
Thou wilt grant their requests: fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of Thy 
servants, as may be most expedient for them, granting us in this world knowledge of 
Thy truth, and in the world to come, life everlasting. Amen.*” 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 


THE IMPORTANCE OF KNOWING HIM 


“In everything they (the Apostles) did, they thought of God and lived in constant devotion to Him. This spiritual 
state was their unceasing prayer.” - St. Basil The Great 


“And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”#1 


IN THE HOLY Gospels we read account after account of people that knew all about 
God. They could quote Scriptures,“ sound religious,“% pray,“* do great missions 
work,” and even have a life full of good deeds.“ In extreme cases, some of them had 
faith in Jesus Christ as the Messiah and attempted to follow Him as a disciple. But the 
sad end of all these people was the reality that they did not know God intimately. For 
each of them, their journey ended. In some cases, terrible circumstances.“ We can fool 
everyone around us and even sometimes fool ourselves, but we cannot escape God. He 
knows our very hearts.*8 Christianity comes down to knowing Christ intimately which 
is eternal life. St. John the disciple who once laid on Jesus’ bosom recorded the prayer of 
our Lord when he said: “And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”22 

Judas was a disciple of Jesus that followed in his Master’s footsteps for three years, 
forsaking all worldly goods and even healing the sick in His Name.““ He was a full-time 
preacher doing the work of an Apostle yet in the end he sold Christ for money*" and 
then committed suicide.“ What a tragic ending. 

Simon was a famous“ individual in his town. He had the admiration of all people 
with his supernatural abilities. When he heard the Gospel he repented, became a 
disciple, and was water baptized.** When St. Peter came laying hands on believers to 
confirm them with the Holy Spirit he received this also. Yet he desired more. He wanted 
his old life of being famous and offered money*® to the Apostles to gain the power to 
give the Holy Spirit. And according to Church tradition Simon Magus became a false 
teacher, leading multitudes astray from Christ. “The ecclesiastical writers of the early 
Church universally represent him as the first heretic, the Father of Heresies.”““ 

The Holy Scriptures are replete with examples of those who “partook of the 
heavenly gift” but in the end fell away.“* What was the reason for these people to end 
so badly in their walks with God? Jesus said many are called in this life, but few are 
chosen*” for the next. 


The answer can be found in intimately knowing and following Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God. He is the only one that can assure us of eternal salvation in the end and grant us 
all the blessings in that relationship here and in eternal glory. In the words of a famous 
chorus our cry should be: “You can have all this world. Just give me Jesus.”*° 


Jesus Is Still Knocking 


“Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip?” Could He 
say this to you today? “I have been with you for such a long time in this life, yet you are 
still not really getting to know Me.” Oswald Chambers, a famous devotional writer, 
penned this: 

“Once we get intimate with Jesus we are never lonely and we never lack for understanding 
or compassion. We can continually pour out our hearts to Him without being perceived as overly 
emotional or pitiful. The Christian who is truly intimate with Jesus will never draw attention to 
himself but will only show the evidence of a life where Jesus is completely in control. This is the 
outcome of allowing Jesus to satisfy every area of life to its depth. The picture resulting from such 
a life is that of the strong, calm balance that our Lord gives to those who are intimate with Him.” 

Jesus is still waiting for you to come into a more intimate knowledge of Him. Are 
sins holding you back or a lack of commitment? We see a picture of Jesus patiently 
knocking on the door waiting to be let in at the Laodicean Church. His heart is that of 
love, as He desires to sit down with them and share an intimate meal and fellowship: 
“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, 
I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.”*2 

Our mind races with hundreds of reasons why we should not answer the knocking 
door. Shame, regret, insecurity, failure, lack of assurance, unworthiness all haunt us. 
Distraction*= steals our attention from the One most worthy of receiving it. Yet the One 
that knows our very heart*“ and mind*® still knocks! “Intimacy does not begin with us. 
It begins with God. He has invited us into His loving, eternal relationship as Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.”*° 


Progressing in Knowing Christ 


“God does not want us to know Him second-hand through others. He invites even the 
youngest believer to know Him personally.*” Jesus defined eternal life as knowing God 
and Jesus Christ personally.** This was the greatest passion of Paul’s life and must be 
our greatest passion too.“ One who desires to know God intimately will have to listen 
to Him always.*” Jesus said that the only way man could keep himself spiritually alive 
was by listening to every word that proceeded from God’s mouth.*# He also said that to 
sit at His feet and listen to Him was the most important thing*” in the Christian life.”* 
Sitting at Jesus’ feet and being in His Word is a progressive choice we make 
everyday to spend more time with God.* St. Paul gives us a sense in his life that 
knowing God was a journey through blessing and even suffering: “Not that I have 


already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own’”*® 
Getting to know Christ better is not an automatic process; it takes real effort. We should 
desire to truly know God, not for what He can give us but for His very Person and 
Character. “Asking of God no gift more urgently than His presence, the gift of 
Himself.”4% 


Abiding in Jesus 
I have had in the front of my Bible over the years quotes that have helped me to gear my 
mind back to what really matters. Over and over, they have been a reminder and 
conviction to spend personal time with the Lord and remember it’s all about Him. 

“Never let your ministry become more to you than Jesus Himself and your walk in intimate 
fellowship with Him.” *% 

“Nothing is important but JESUS and abiding in Him.” *8 

“The dearest idol I have known, whatever that idol be. Help me to tear it from Thy throne, 
and worship only Thee.” * 

“Oh, to be nothing, nothing! Only to lie at His feet. A broken and emptied vessel. For the 
Master’s use made meet.”*~ 

“And then to rest forever.” 


To abide with the Lord*2 means to be held, kept continually, and to dwell, remain, 
be present. But how does this work out in our daily lives? 

“Let it be your first care to abide in Him in undivided fervent devotion of heart. 
When the heart and the life are right, rooted in Christ, knowledge will come in such 
measure as Christ’s own wisdom sees fit. Oh, let us be content to possess Christ, to 
dwell in Him, to make Him our life, and only in deeper searching into Him, to search 
and find the knowledge we desire. Such knowledge is life indeed.”*4 

“The rest is in Christ, and not something He gives apart from Himself, and so it is 
only in having Him that the rest can really be kept and enjoyed.”*4 

Can you say that you are abiding in Christ to a place where all is at peace and your 
heart is completely at rest in Him? Our busyness and striving can at times divorce us 
from this peace and sense of His presence. We must treat abiding as an activity to be 
sought for and persevere until we get into that place where He is all to us. 

It is remarkable how patient Jesus waits for us. We all carry on with our important 
activities even in His very Name but neglect the Person of God whose Nail-pierced 
Hands reach out for our fellowship. 

“The place on Jesus’ breast is still vacant and open to any who are willing to pay the 
price of deepening intimacy. We are now, and we will be in the future, only as intimate 
with God as we really choose to be.”22 


Longing after God 


The Psalmist David with passion cried out, “O God, You are my God; earnestly I seek 
You; my soul thirsts for You; my flesh faints for You.”*“ How did David gain such an 
intense longing after God Himself? If we look at his life we see intense struggles, 
difficulties which brought him to an end of himself. These events allow for an 
emptiness that he should fill with God Himself. 

It should not be only in our dire need but also in our abundance and times of peace 
that we earnestly seek the One who is the giver and sustainer of all life. Longing for 
God should be our vision and goal, for once we have tasted of deep, intimate fellowship 
with Him, all other things are empty and void. 

“To fall in love with God is the greatest of all romances; To seek Him, the greatest 
adventure; To find him, the greatest human achievement.”*“ In the light of eternity, to 
know God in great intimacy is the highest honour and reward. 

“Let thy desire be the vision of God, thy fear the loss of Him, thy sorrow His 
absence, and thy joy in that which may take thee to Him; and thy life shall be in great 
peace.” #8 


Finding God in the Desert 


As I pursued reading the early Church Fathers, I was fascinated with a group of 
believers who left from the cities to go to barren deserts and caves to seek God. These 
lovers of God felt the unreality and loss of the worship of God. The symbols perhaps 
became more important than the reality they pointed to. This genuine seeking for God 
led a group of pilgrims to ascetic living, of whom we now call the Desert Fathers. 

At times they were hard to understand but in the very core of their desire is to 
simply be in union with the Holy Trinity alone. Though one might say such a selfish 
endeavour to isolate one’s self would not be godly or bear fruit, it is interesting to note 
that many of the lives of these hermits produced significant, lasting, eternal fruit. It was 
when they were able to know the Lord deeply that they became useful to others. 

Streams of people would come to seek counsel and ask for prayers from these holy 
men. Being set apart towards the Lord alone allowed them to be a special gift to the 
body of Christ in their day, and their wisdom continues to affect the Church as a whole. 

St. Anthony, one of the first Desert Fathers, made this statement: “Now I no longer 
fear God, I love Him, for love casts out fear.” 

When I read this statement at first, 1 was confused. How could such a holy brother 
disregard the importance of the fear of the Lord. Yet the more I meditated on his words 
I realized that through ongoing, intimate abiding with Christ, he came to see and go 
into the very heart of God in union. And what did he find? Love. He experienced a level 
of the bridal love of Jesus that he could not help but love Him back. 

Have we come to a place where we sense and understand the love of God? Has that 
love driven us to love Him intensely? “The whole life of a man is but one single day for 
those who are working hard with longing.”*@ Days turn into weeks, weeks 406 into 


months, months into years, and years into a day. If we seek Him we will find Him and 
then never let Him go! 


Becoming Like A Child With The Lord 


Throne, fame, position it all doesn’t matter, it’s knowing the Lord like a child we should 
seek after. Jesus is greater than heaven, He is heaven.*2 

Be like a little child, cry to the Lord like a little child. He is Lord, He is God but also 
call Him Dad (Father).*+ Though we have theology degrees and great understanding of 
God intellectually we still need to be a baby before God, like a little child saying, 
‘Daddy.’ Those who lead in the Church need to especially seek to be as a little child, 
calling Him Abba*” (Father). 

We are ignorant, empty, fools and blind in our own understanding and methods to 
lead the Church. We have to say to the Lord, “You are everything Lord, show us the way.” 

Charles Spurgeon said with the same heart: “Abba, Father! He that can say that, hath 
uttered better music than cherubim or seraphim can reach.” 


Without Intimacy with Jesus 


“Without intimacy with Jesus, even your good works can become evil: Many will say to 
me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have 
cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess 
unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.“= What is Jesus 
saying? The key is, ‘I don’t know you.’ There has been no intimacy; someone is doing an 
awful lot in His name without really knowing Him. This means that we can become so 
wrapped up in doing good, in programs, in helping others, that we lose touch with 
Jesus.” 44 

Keith Green wrote in his song First Love: 

“In those times of our first sweet communion 

Nothing got in the way. 

I heard Your voice everyday 

When I first trusted You.” 


Have you lost your first love with Jesus? Spend some time in quietness and 
contemplation. Perhaps go to your knees and simply say to the Lord, “I miss you.” He 
longs to fellowship with you again. 

I close this chapter with moving words from Thomas A Kempis who was a lover of 
Jesus: 

“How dry and hard you are without Jesus! How foolish and vain if you desire anything but 
Him! Is it not a greater loss than losing the whole world? For what, without Jesus, can the world 
give you? Life without Him is a relentless hell, but living with Him is a sweet paradise. If Jesus 
be with you, no enemy can harm you. He who finds Jesus finds a rare treasure, indeed, a good 


above every good, whereas he who loses Him loses more than the whole world. The man who lives 
without Jesus is the poorest of the poor, whereas no one is so rich as the man who lives in His 
grace.” 

“It is a great art to know how to converse with Jesus, and great wisdom to know how to keep 
Him. Be humble and peaceful, and Jesus will be with you. Be devout and calm, and He will 
remain with you. Choose the opposition of the whole world rather than offend Jesus. Of all those 
who are dear to you, let Him be your special love. Let all things be loved for the sake of Jesus, but 
Jesus for His own sake.”*° 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 


THE IMPORTANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


“I want to live so that I am truly submitted to the Spirit’s leading on a daily basis. Christ said its better for us that 
the Spirit came and I want to live like that is true.” - Francis Chan 


“As the Lord put on the body, leaving behind all principality and power, so Christians put on the Holy Spirit, and 
are at rest.” - St. Macarius 


CHRISTIANITY IS NOT for the strong and those very confident in themselves. Our 
Lord chose twelve disciples, some of them having no experience at all with ministry. But 
what was the common denominator amongst them all that turned them into holy 
Apostles who served the Church faithfully? The Holy Spirit. 

This simplicity can offend men, but God clearly states in 1 Corinthians that He uses 
the weak, the unwise, the unlearned, and the despised of this world.*“ In the disciples 
we see this pattern: Two wanted to send fire from heaven down on towns;*~ three could 
not stay awake during a prayer meeting;“* one was a traitor and thief and one 
betrayed Christ denying that he even knew the Lord.*” They argued over who would be 
the greatest, and all of them fled when hard times came.*# Yet with this group of weak, 
unlearned, simple men God was building His Church, against which the gates of hell 
will not prevail.“ This can give us great consolation and hope to be usable in the Lord’s 
work, for He is looking for those who are not self-seeking but rather are humble, weak, 
and needy. They are the ones that are calling out to God for His Spirit because they 
literally need Him in every situation. 


Something New or Something Old? 


God is not doing something new; He is doing something old and new all the time.“ 
The work of the Holy Spirit since the days of the Apostles is the same.*“ There has not 
been a restoration of a lost work of the Holy Spirit. Some teach that the Church was 
apostate and lost for over a thousand years and then in the modern day renewed by 
some prophet or new teacher. This doctrine has given room for a multiplicity of false 
groups to form with exciting new ideas that have no grounding in the historic Church. 
We have to remember that Satan is the father of lies. He is a murderer from the 
beginning and dwells in falsehood.*2 He never wants the glory to go to Jesus Christ but 
rather twists the truth and deceives*® those in the Lord’s work to take glory to 


themselves.*” He is also the master counterfeiter who has been deceiving God’s people 
since the beginning.** Should it be no wonder that Satan desires to confuse and malign 
the pure work of the Holy Spirit in the Church in the past and even in our day. 

If men, manifestations, and even the Holy Spirit Himself is glorified beyond Christ, 
then you can start to know that this is not a pure work of the Lord. A brother said this 
same truth in a similar way: “Any spirit that focuses on the Holy Spirit and glorifies the 
Holy Spirit is not the Holy Spirit. It is contrary to His whole nature and purpose.”*” The 
Scripture states: “He shall not speak of Himself.”°° Those that worship, honour, and 
glorify the Holy Spirit more than Jesus Christ are not led by the Holy Spirit to do that. 
The Holy Spirit will always honour Jesus Christ. Thus the true working of the Spirit can 
be distinguished in measure. 

We must also be careful not to judge and speak against what seems inaccurate but 
could be a work of God’s Spirit. This takes great charity, patience and discernment™ 
on the side of God’s people. 

As modern believers, we should not be scared to experience the fulness of what God 
wants for our life in the working of the Holy Spirit. That deposit given at Baptism can 
grow and consume our entire person, being inflamed with the working of the Spirit of 
Jesus. New infusions of Holy Spirit Baptisms can be given for works of service to Christ. 
There is always more to experience with Christ, and we should not be ever found sitting 
back judging others’ experiences but rather set our gaze on the crucified Christ, begging 
Him to further His work in our hearts. 


Coming Poor to Receive 


When gathering together as the Church, we should come “poor in spirit,” begging for 
spiritual nourishment from the Lord. It is a true spiritual principle that those who come 
to the Lord full and not needing anything will never receive anything of the Lord. The 
wonderful picture is given by our Lord Jesus Christ of a small child asking a father for 
bread. The response of the father surely always will be to feed the child and not give 
him a stone to eat! “If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask Him!’ Some conditions’ for being filled with the Holy Spirit can be 
surrender,** emptiness of self, no pride,“ no known sins,*4 and asking?“ the Father to 
fill us. But we must remember the work of the Spirit in us is always by grace?“ and an 
undeserved gift.“ 

Our desire to receive further workings of the Spirit should always be in humility. A 
godly, modern-day evangelical preacher said: “The Holy Spirit does not come to 
entertain, to provide signs and wonders and miracles just to thrill us or make us feel 
good. No, every one of His workings has this divine purpose: I’m preparing a Bride. 
The work, ministry and mission of the Holy Spirit is singular: It is to wean us from this 
world, to create a longing in us for Jesus’ soon appearance, to convict us of everything 


that would blemish us, to turn our eyes away from everything but Jesus, to adorn us 
with the ornaments of a passionate desire to be with Him as His Bride!”*" 

There must always be a sense of unworthiness and also gratitude in us that the Spirit 
of the God would dwell in our very flesh.° When one is anointed by a Bishop for the 
office of Deacon (servant) in the Church, the person prostrates himself forward on the 
ground towards the cross and altar. Such is the posture of surrender, giving one’s life for 
a greater work of the Spirit. 

God’s Holy Spirit comes upon little one’s. Those dwelling in lowliness,>“ 
selflessness.*= He comes to little places like Bethlehem.*2 He works in unexpected 
places. He raises up hidden ones. God wants broken vessels” to fill. He works in ways 
we cannot understand or explain so He gets the glory. The book of Acts is simply one 
impossible miracle to another, weaving a picture that brings great glory to the Lord. 


Experiencing the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 


There are many modern teachings on the experience of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
which is taught clearly in the Book of Acts.°+ Many in Church history experienced 
definite moments in their walks with the Lord where an overwhelming sense of the 
Holy Spirit came upon them for service. 

This experience in many places came to those who were in rapture and delight with 
the Lord of glory and simply desired to serve and worship Him with no ambition or 
ministry desire. The empowerment is given by the grace of God as the Lord determines. 
Though there is a filling (deposit) of the Holy Spirit received upon water Baptism there 
can be re-fillings (baptism experiences). 

Andrew Murray said: “Let us trust Jesus, who fills with the Spirit, and cling to Him 
in love and obedience. It is He who baptizes: in contact with Him, in devotion to Him, 
in the confidence that He has given and will give Himself wholly to us, let us look to 
Him for nothing less than all that the baptism of the Spirit can imply.” 

So much struggling can be done with when we walk in the strength of the Spirit: 

“The Holy Spirit is pictured in the New Testament as a river flowing from the throne of God 
and falling to earth. To be baptised in the Holy Spirit is to be immersed under this waterfall. 
Jesus said that all those who thirsted could come to Him and receive the Holy Spirit so that rivers 
of living water could flow out from their innermost being.>~4 

The experience of the average believer, however, is more akin to the hand-pump - a life of 
struggling and pumping up a few drops of blessing from a dry heart. Yet it need not be like that. 
If our dryness would only drive us to the Lord, things could be different. To have rivers of 
blessing flowing out from us to all who come in touch with us is the will of God for our lives.” 


The Book of Acts Today? 


As one reads through the Book of Acts, the work of the Holy Spirit in the early Church 
is evident on every page. The Ancient faith was overwhelmingly filled with the working 


of the Holy Spirit. If you remove the work of the Holy Spirit from the Book of Acts, you 
have virtually nothing left. Truly, He empowered the first disciples to “turn the world 
upside down.” 

The Holy Spirit can scarcely be said to have been dismissed from the book of Acts at 
any point. “The Holy Spirit appears prominently in Acts, so much so that the book has 
been called ‘the Gospel of the Holy Spirit.’”°4 F.F. Bruce has correctly evaluated the 
Book of Acts in his commentary, saying “in all the book there is nothing which is 
unrelated to the Holy Spirit.” 

The places in the world today where the Church is expanding the fastest are those 
places where Jesus’ followers are yielded’ and empowered by the Holy Spirit.* This 
should not surprise us. The Holy Spirit can accomplish more in ten seconds than we can 
accomplish in ten years of our own efforts. Thus, it is of vital importance that the disciple- 
making Presbyter (priest, deacon, etc) or lay-person understands what the Holy Scripture 
teaches about the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives and ministries of believers. 

In the Book of Acts, we frequently find examples of believers being filled with the 
Holy Spirit and empowered for ministry.* If we are going to do what they did in the 
Book of Acts we have to have what they had. Those who believe what God’s Word 
promises will experience the promised blessings.** Like the unbelieving Israelites who 
failed to enter the Promised Land, those who don’t believe God’s promises today will 
fail to enter into all that God has prepared for them. 

We can sin against the Holy Spirit as believers and hinder His working in our lives 
and midst. We can lie to the Holy Spirit. Grieve, Quench,>* Resist,2% Insult, and 
Blaspheme.*2 May we seek His blessing and submit to His leadership.~” 

In the Holy Spirit is Wisdom, Fear of the Lord, Fruits of Love.’ He is our divine 
Teacher.*¥ He is our Intercessor.* 

We recommend in St. Thomas Churches that you read and re-read the Book of Acts. 
Read it even 10+ times in a year. Let it become a part of you. It is a sure way to allow the 
early passion and dependence on the Spirit to grow in your life. We cannot plant parish 
Churches without the blessing and help of God. 

Why divorce yourself in any way from this help from above?*= 


Historic Prayers to Follow 


One way to cater to the work of the Spirit in your life is to pray to the Father in heaven, 
asking for His grace in your life. These historic prayers by godly men and liturgies in 
the Church are wonderful to be read out loud on your knees before the Lord. “The Holy 
Spirit Himself must be entreated by us.”*“ Before you pray these prayers or read them 
out loud, confess your sins before God. “For a defiled spirit can receive no recognition 
from [the] Holy Spirit.”*8 


COME, HOLY SPIRIT 


Come, Holy Spirit, our souls inspire, And lighten with celestial fire; Thou the anointing 
Spirit art, Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 


A PURE HEART 


O God Almighty, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Your only begotten Son, give me a 
body unstained, a pure heart, a watchful mind, and an upright understanding, and the 
presence of Your Holy Spirit, that I may obtain and ever hold fast to an unshaken faith 
in Your Truth, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord; through whom be glory to You 
in the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen.*2 


SPIRITUAL RENEWAL 


O Lord, who hast mercy upon all, take away from me my sins, and mercifully kindle in 
me the fire of thy Holy Spirit. Take away from me the heart of stone, and give me a 
heart of flesh, a heart to love and adore thee, a heart to delight in thee, to follow and to 
enjoy thee, for Christ’s sake. Amen.2 


HEAVENLY MINDEDNESS 


Grant us, O Lord, not to mind earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even 
now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to cleave to those that 
shall abide; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 


Jesus, my feet are dirty. Come even as a slave to me, pour water into your bowl, come 
and wash my feet. In asking such a thing I know I am overbold, but I dread what was 
threatened when you said to me, ‘If I do not wash your feet I have no fellowship with 
you.’ Wash my feet then, because I long for your companionship. Amen. 


POUR OUT YOUR GRACE 


O Holy Spirit, Love of God, pour out your grace, and descend plentifully into my heart. 
Enlighten the dark corners of this neglected dwelling, and scatter there your cheerful 
beams. Dwell in that soul that longs to be your temple. Water that barren soil, overrun 
with weeds and briars, and lost for lack of cultivating, and make it fruitful with your 
dew from heaven. Come, refreshment of those who languish and faint. Come, Star and 
Guide of those who sail in the tempestuous sea of the world. You are the only Haven of 
the tossed and shipwrecked. Come, Glory and Crown of the living, and only Safeguard 
of the dying. Come, Holy Spirit, in your great mercy, and make me fit to receive you. 
Amen. 
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CHAPTER NINE 


FIRST LOVE DEVOTION TO JESUS 


“As she stood behind Him at His feet weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears and wipe them with her hair. 
Then she kissed [gr. kiss again and again] His feet and anointed them with the perfume.”=56 


“It’s always fresh in heaven.” - Zac Poonen 


THE CHURCH IS an enduring element in the world. Nations pass away, kings die, 
ideologies come and go, but the Church remains. This 2000-year-old Church is the 
continuation of the people of God for 4000 years from the Old Covenant. 

Yet the Church can exist with its light dimmed®“ and passion gone. An almost 
lifeless semblance of what it once was. As we explored in the first chapter of this book 
the Church has gone through periods of apostasy and decline. Like a bride that has 
dirtied her garments, prostituted herself? to others. What a grim picture that is for 
what is supposed to be called holy, pure, chaste*” and single to the Lord. The greatest 
thing in the world is to love and know Jesus intimately. The second greatest thing in the 
world is to be able to keep that first love devotion®” to the Lord in its fulness. 

Thus one of the greatest tragedies in this life is to lose or miss Him. Thomas Brooks 
the old puritan said: “Christ is a jewel worth more than a thousand worlds. Get Him, 
and get all; miss Him and miss all.” 


God is Incredibly Patient 


What an amazing thought that God is waiting for us to run out of steam, run out of 
ideas, run out of enjoyment of what is wrong. He is longing again to embrace us and 
have that intimate close communion that He shared with us at first when we first saw 
the preciousness of Christ. 

The Ephesian Church was a powerful body of believers, God commends them in so 
many ways. They stood through tests and trials and were so careful to guard against 
those who were false. Yet in that guarding to keep the purity of truth in their midst they 
left something far more valuable, the Lord’s Person Himself. 

The Church went on in the motions, prayer times as usual, but it was all just words. 
A shell of what it used to be. We see what the Lord Himself says to them by the Holy 
Spirit. I have given below the same verse in multiple translations for us to slow down 
and really think on what was happening: 


“But I have this against you: You have abandoned your first love.” 

“Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first.” 

“But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as you did at 
first!" 

“But I have this [charge] against you, that you have left your first love [you have lost the 
depth of love that you first had for Me].”*°° 

“But I have this against you: You have departed from your first love!” 

“Yet I have this against you--that you no longer love Me as you did at first.”*°5 

“Thou hast left thy first love.’ ‘Is that serious?’ saith one. It is the most serious ill of all for 
the church is the bride of Christ. As a church we must love Jesus, or else we have lost our reason 
for existence.” 

God values honesty far above religious performance. Losing your first love for Jesus 
but not knowing it and going on in religious motions is a terrible state. And the great 
wakeup call comes to us with a “knock.” Jesus Christ is outside, but He did not leave but 
faithfully came back to knock to be let in. 

“It is the voice of my beloved! He knocks, saying, ‘Open for me, my sister, my love.”* 

Imagine that, the God of the universe, the Son of God who created all things is 
patiently in love waiting outside the door of your heart, outside the door of the Church 
that has forsaken Him! 

We read the words in the Holy Scripture: 

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will 
come in and dine with him, and he with Me.”=4 

“Jesus is looking for lovers! I’m interested in a thousand and one things but 
Himself!’”°2 

“You've left your first love,’ Oh, how it grieves His heart, how it grieves His heart 
when that heart is not altogether in love with Him.”*2 

The first step in acknowledging our loss of first love for Jesus is simply 
acknowledging it to ourselves and before the Lord. 


Cracked Cisterns Without Water 


“For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the Fountain of Living Water, 
and they have dug their own cisterns—broken cisterns that cannot hold water.’ 

So many of us at times have fallen in this great error of attempting to dig our own 
cistern. A futile attempt to capture something meaningful, to do something for the Lord 
perhaps. But sadly these cisterns never held the true living waters. They were faulty to 
begin with. It is the difference of work in the arm of the flesh compared to working in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. God is still the same, it is still “Not by might nor by power, 
but by My Spirit, says the LORD of Hosts.”°2 

“There are many wells today, but they are dry.”* 


In choosing to do anything apart from the Holy Spirit we also at the same time have 
“forsaken” Him. God wants our fellowship, He invites us even as co-labours into His 
work. 

There are still other dangers then simply going off on our own in the Lord’s work. 

We read in Genesis 26 when Isaac was blessed of the Lord and the enemy philistines 
started to envy his success. “So the Philistines took dirt and stopped up all the wells.”°~ The 
enemies tactics are still the same, either he leads us to build empty broken wells or fills 
our good wells with dirt. What stands between you and intimacy with the Lord? Is your 
well filled with love for money, pleasure, ministry success, envy, unforgiveness? God 
wants to clean out your well today. The purity of first devotion to Him alone. 


Being Found at the Feet of Jesus 


C.H. Spurgeon remarked: “’At His feet,’ there shall our heaven be found. Oh, if I may 
but sit for ever at His Feet.” We are called to come away to be with Jesus, spend time 
with Him for nothing else but to adore Him at His feet. It is a holy place to be found. 
Jesus called it the “better part.” Spurgeon called time in this position “better than wine!” 
To experience the love of Jesus in intimacy is better than all earthly pleasures combined. 
Jesus is life. He is our fulfillment. 

We have two illustrations given us of women at the feet of Jesus typifying the 
intimacy of the Church with the Lord. The first Mary at the feet of Jesus, the second is 
the prostitute woman bathing His feet with her tears and perfume. 

The call to us today is to “come and lie at His feet.” We are too much at the feet of men 
and many other things, time is never wasted in devotion to Jesus. We spend so much 
time trying to find our way by building ourselves up when God wants us to let 
everything go in His hands. 

“The lowly feet of Jesus is the highest place.”*8 

We should run at humility, go low, and seek the lower position. Jesus taught clearly 
to His disciples the lower place is the place of greatness, it is where God exalts. 

“Jesus spent everything to become nothing. We tend to spend everything to become 
something. >= 

Our proper response in light of these things should be: 

“Oh to be nothing, nothing! Only to lie at His feet. A broken and emptied vessel, for the 
Masters use made meet. Emptied, that He might fill me, as forth in His service I go. Broken, that 
so unhindered His life through me might flow.” 

Paul Washer a well known minister said: 

“Do not seek great things for yourself. Hide yourself, run away. The only thing King 
Saul did right was when they tried to make him king he went and hid behind the 
baggage. Do everything to keep yourself from being exalted.” 

It is out of jealously for the glory of God in the face of Jesus that we seek to be 
nothing because in light of being at His feet, He has to be everything! 


To the One who wore A crown of thorns. 

To the One who took the lash and scourge. 

For the hands and feet that were pierced by nails. 

For the sacrifice that has torn the veil. 

We crown You! We fall face down and we worship! 


Lovers Vs Workers 


Many of us are accustomed to the concept of Jesus as King or Jesus as Lord to be 
obeyed. And He rightly is both of these but beyond both those titles He is a Bridegroom 
who wants to relate to us in love and intimacy. Jesus is not looking for workers but 
lovers. Lovers always work harder. 

“Mighty waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot sweep it away.” 

This Bridal Love is what is going to characterize the Church at the end of the age. 
Just like the Ten Virgins we do not want to be found asleep in the midnight hour. True 
ministry success is growing in love, purity, brokenness, humility. When finances or 
fame are in the ministry of the Church, the first love was lost a long time ago. We are 
rich when we are making much about Jesus and eternity. We are to make Jesus famous 
alone. 

It’s all about Jesus. Heaven is all about the cross. Never forget the cross. “Our fixation 
should always be about the One that hung on wood for us. We follow the bloody One, Jesus.” 

Eternity will be spent growing in the love and knowledge of God, yet God’s plan is 
for it to begin now in this life. 

“Forsake good things to obtain the best. Any who purpose to know God, not just know about 
Him, never suffer disappointment. They discover the object of their affection.” 

Hudson Taylor missionary to China spent a life in gruelling service leading many to 
the Lord. In the midst of his journey he came into this Bridal paradigm of the love of 
God. His work became light and easy. He became a lover. We read from him: 

“Separation never comes from His side. He is always ready for communion with a prepared 
heart, and in this happy communion the bride becomes ever fairer, and more like to her Lord. 

Jesus, my life is Thine! And evermore shall be Hidden in Thee. For nothing can untwine Thy 
life from mine. 

Wonderful thought! that God should desire fellowship with us; and that He whose love once 
made Him the Man of Sorrows may now be made the Man of Joys by the loving devotion of 
human hearts. 

Let us never forget that what we are is more important than what we do.”*° 

A minister that knew the blessing of the Holy Spirit and intense first love experience 
was C.H. Spurgeon. He knew that to lose what he had would be a tragedy. In light of 
this he said: 

“I would sooner die a thousand times than lose the helpful presence of the Holy Ghost.” 

May we all not just have First Love with Jesus but cling to it tenaciously till the end. 


Why This Waste? 


“She broke the vial and poured it over His head. But some were indignantly remarking to one 
another, ‘Why has this perfume been wasted ?’”>°2 

The Lord has ordained that the message of the story Mary anointing Jesus should 
accompany the proclamation of the Gospel. Perhaps one reason for this is we are so 
prone to leave a life of intimacy with God. The Gospel demands our full allegiance to 
the Lord, He is our Bridegroom there are no others, I would give all for Him. 

Watchman Nee elaborates on this passage in a wonderful way: 

“Now the breaking of the alabaster box and the anointing of the Lord filled the house with the 
odor, with the sweetest odor. Everyone could smell it. Whenever you meet someone who has 
really suffered; been limited, gone through things for the Lord, willing to be imprisoned by the 
Lord, just being satisfied with Him and nothing else, immediately you scent the fragrance. There 
is a savor of the Lord. Something has been crushed, something has been broken, and there is a 
resulting odor of sweetness. The odor which filled the house that day still fills the Church; 
Mary’s fragrance never passes away. 

Friends, we cannot produce impressions of God upon others, impart the sense of the presence 
of God, without the breaking of everything, even the most precious things, at the feet of the Lord 
Jesus. 

Oh, to be wasted! It is a blessed thing to be wasted for the Lord. So many of us who have been 
prominent in the Christian world know nothing of this. Many of us have been used to the full-- 
have been used, I would say, too much--but we do know what it means to be wasted on God. We 
like to be always “on the go”: the Lord would sometimes prefer to have us in prison. We think in 
terms of apostolic journeys: God dares to put His greatest ambassadors in chains.” 

One ramification of this full devotion to the Lord is that it will upset others. When 
people see a life “wasted” on the Lord they will ridicule, mock, persecute, malign. It will 
“cost” you to be a Mary for the Lord. To sit at His feet in pure unwavering devotion and 
fixation. 

Nothing is ever wasted that is given to Jesus. “Then Mary took about a pint of 
expensive perfume, [That perfume was worth a year’s wages] made of pure nard, and she 
anointed Jesus’ feet and wiped them with her hair. And the house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume.” 

“She broke open the Jar,’ once it breaks you can’t unbreak it.”*° Mary broke what 
was precious to her. 


God Is Concerned About Our Love 

There is so much teaching and messages we hear about God’s love for us. These 
messages are absolutely true but who has ever heard of messages on God’s concern for 
our love for Him? Jesus weeps for lost humanity and has deep sorrow for all the sins. 


But who weeps for Jesus and shares His sorrows and empathizes for Him? Who 
comforts Him in his pain? 

Bridegroom love shares the sorrow of the other. A sister given to the Lord in 
celibacy, sister Basilea Schlink shares these wonderful insights to this love: 

“He is concerned about a special kind of love. It is the love which is shadowed in the 
relationship between a bride and her bridegroom; that is, it is an exclusive love, a love which 
places the beloved, the bridegroom, above all other loves, in the first place. As a Bridegroom, Jesus 
has a claim to ‘first love.’ He who has loved us so much wants to possess us completely, with 
everything we are and have. Jesus gave Himself wholly and completely for us. Now His love is 
yearning for us to surrender ourselves and everything that we are to Him, so that He can really 
be our ‘first love.’ 

Jesus stands before us as One who entreats. His love is a jealous love, because it is so great 
and filled with such a strong ardor for us. It is a grief to Him when we do not return His love 
with all that we are and have. 

I shall never forget the time when it sank into my heart that because Jesus is the same today 
as He was yesterday, and because His heart is still suffering today, He is waiting for us to make 
Him happy and to refresh Him, yes, as the scriptures say, to be comforters for Him. Since that 
time, my first concern has been Jesus Himself and not my ministry for Him, although I have 
throughout sought to fulfill that ministry. Now I was concerned about if one may express it this 
way the ministry unto Jesus. Since that time adoration has burned in my heart. I was grieved for 
Jesus’ sake, because He received so little love in words and songs of adoration. Since then 
adoration has never been lacking in my prayer life. 

Jesus is yearning to have fellowship with us and to hear words of love drop from our lips. He 
is waiting for us. He wants us to be close to Him. He wants to speak to us in our hearts, to 
cultivate love’s intimate relationship with us. Only in times of quiet when no one else distracts 
us, and nothing else draws us away, can Jesus visit us with His love. Let him who wishes to 
know the presence of Jesus and who desires to enter into bridal love for Jesus keep his times of 
quiet holy and faithfully for Him. 


JESUS IS WAITING FOR OUR LOVE.” 
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CHAPTER TEN 


A MOVEMENT BEGINS WITH YOU! 


“God has a purpose for each life. A work for all to do, and in His Kingdom there’s a plan no one can fill but you.” - 
Ada L. Wine 


“If God is your partner, make your plans big!” - D.L. Moody 


APOSTOLIC CHRISTIANITY IS a growing, vibrant Christianity. We see in the Book of 
Acts a tremendous vibrancy of the movement of the Holy Spirit. The Ancient Faith is 
not something to be only safeguarded as a deposit but also to be shared like a pearl of 
Great Price.* The Holy, catholic, Apostolic Church is the jewel that reflects the glory of 
Christ in the earth. 

Yet things grow old and sometimes stiffen and are not flexible anymore. We end up 
trusting in our own resources, money, and ideas rather than in the Holy Spirit of God 
who guides into all truth and leads people into Ancient Faith. 

God loves to use broken and small things. He uses the child-like and those 
dependent on Him. He uses the weak so He can get greater glory. “Without oxen a stable 
stays clean.” God is looking to use the inexperienced and expects it could be a mess. 
He looks for the available and those willing to be used by Him. The earliest Apostles 
were unschooled simple fishermen! 

The early Church was a growing movement of multiplying house Churches.*° God 
was adding to the number daily such as would be saved,” and there were many being 
saved through the preaching of the Gospel. Radical evangelism was not an option in the 
early Church but the only logical response to the great offer of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Not just a few but all the disciples™* were gripped with the burden to reach the 
whole known world with this message of eternal life. Though all efforts were made, the 
early disciples’ true reliance was on the Spirit of God in their evangelism. There was a 
sovereign working of God’s Spirit drawing men to Himself. Such a working can 
happen when men allow God to build His Church so that great grace can be upon them. 
“With great power the Apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all.”°~ 

Once God is given His rightful place in the Church and is fully reckoned and 
trusted, a move of His Holy Spirit is something that should be expected. The early 
Church did not try to work God down from heaven but simply waited before Him for 


active instructions.“! We have to remember ‘it’s never about me, it’s about Him.’ We are 
simply like the mule“ that Jesus rode into Jerusalem. God doesn’t use special 
personalities and gifted speakers, He uses available vessels. 

As we look to the Book of Acts as our model, we see great growth of the Church in 
just a few days. Through the first 10 chapters of the Book of Acts we see continual 
references to the Church’s growth,“ adding disciples,“ and spreading*® the Word of 
God. God had the Church focused on making new disciples from all nations. He had 
just sacrificed His Son Jesus for all mankind. “As long as Jesus is kept in the front, the 
revival will never end.”® Perhaps one of the main reasons why the Book of Acts 
movement never seemed to stop is that Jesus Himself was its message, its very reason, 
nothing else mattered. 


Early Church Missions Movement 


Together with direct instructions to share the way of salvation through His Son Jesus, 
He also put into the hearts of the Apostles the burden to go out preaching. Immediately, 
they felt led to share the Good News in the marketplace, in the temple, and abroad. The 
passion for souls brings opposition, especially where other religions and practices exist. 
It is not strange, therefore, that in the end, all the Apostles died martyrs’ deaths— except 
John-while spreading the Gospel not only in and near their homeland but also to 
remote countries. God desires all men to come to repentance.As we share the burden of 
the Lord, 468 we will feel the call to share the Gospel with many who have never even 
heard the Name of Jesus. 

In the Book of Acts we see the Gospel verbally being proclaimed,“ calling men to 
repentance and belief in Jesus Christ,“8 in His death and resurrection. It is no different 
in our day. The same verbal call must be made through written literature and preaching. 

The call comes to us today to bring others new life and to fulfill the great 
commission from God. Many countries in our day are becoming extremely hostile to 
the Gospel and missionaries. Before the night comes in other countries, will we fulfill 
the task that God has given us? We need to pray as the disciples did when threatened 
with beatings and jail: “Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable Your servants to 
speak Your Word with great boldness. Stretch out Your hand to heal and perform signs 
and wonders through the Name of Your holy servant Jesus.”°” 


An Ancient Worship Movement Today? 


Today’s Church is split into so many divisive elements that new doctrines and ideas are 
abounding. So many believers are yearning for something older, more sure, more stable. 
This search for something Ancient is one of the healthy steps many believers are taking 
in our day. 

It is exciting that in our modern day you can be involved in helping promote the 
Ancient Faith of the Holy Apostles*4 and Jesus Christ. You must have a willingness to 


enter in the narrow way of faith and humble your mind and heart to bend to Jesus 
Christ’s kingdom. The St. Thomas Church movement is just one small open door into the 
Apostolic Church. In our day, many evangelical believers are searching for this way 
forward. 

When we speak of Ancient Worship, this term helps root us in what is fundamental 
(The Ancient Faith) and what is helpful culturally to apply in worship whether new or 
old (Ecclesiastical Tradition). How can something old mix with the new and still remain 
old or valid? We can think of it as the Old Traditions putting on new clothing but still 
are the same in their substance. New songs that express the old faith are important and 
gives the Church the ability to reach people who would not hear. These 
implementations of the modern should never in their character go against the virtue 
and sense of holy in the Church. Anything of worship in the Church most be holy®” and 
separate from the way the world expresses itself. 

We call this a movement because anything that has the life and blessing of God on it 
is lively and grows.*® Just like a farmer planting seed in a field expecting a larger 
harvest. The faith of the Holy Apostles is much more fertile than this; it produces life 
(conversions)*“ which should be expected. We are not here for ourselves but for others. 
Our small parish in a building or a home should not live for itself but to see others grow 
and know the Lord. 


God Wants to Use You 


You might not think yourself important or valuable, but in the plan of God and body of 
Christ you are indispensable.* God desires to use each one of us to do things beyond 
our ability“° or strength which brings glory to Himself. We were each born to bring 
glory to the Holy Trinity°’ through our good works prepared before the foundation of 
the world.*® Are you a young person? God can use you. He actually wants to change 
thousands or millions through your life. Are you an old person? God still has great 
plans to see Himself glorified through your obedience. “God is able in one moment to shift 
your life.” With God all things are possible.*” 

The early Church started meeting in the synagogue but also in homes. It was in 
these homes where the Church gained its momentum and stability to see multiple 
generations changed for the Gospel. Early believers, both men and women, opened 
their homes to the saints to have a liturgical worship service where Jesus Christ was 
glorified and, on the Lord’s Day,*” they celebrated the Eucharist. In these homes, altars 
were set up, and exclusive sacred spaces were created where divine worship occurred. 
As persecution raged," these believers quietly worshipped the Trinity and spread like 
leaven through the Roman Empire. 

Do you own a home? God might be calling you to open it for others to worship Him. 
Many house churches were found to be larger, richer homes where a larger space could 
be exclusively set apart. We see baptismal fonts and other architecture carved into the 


very walls. Also, in the midst of great persecution, we could imagine in some cases that 
there were moveable altars where believers had to be more careful when conducting a 
worship service. 

Even a layperson could have a part of their home set up with a wall cross, Holy 
Scriptures, etc. This type of home altar is a good way to start a discipline for prayer. It 
stands as a reminder to worship God and sanctifies your home for the Gospel. 


Time Is Soon Ending 


Before we know it, time itself will be ending.°%2 God came into time and space to 
manifest Himself to mankind and ultimately incarnated into flesh to redeem us from 
our sickness of sin. The coming of Jesus Christ into the world is the most pivotal and 
important event to ever happen. Each of our lives are running out, and soon we will be 
before Him who spoke the worlds into existence, who breathed into us life. Has our life 
made an eternal impact? Have we served the Lord in a way that we will hear, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant.”°~ 

So much of what we spend our time and energy on will pass away and not matter at 
all. God is calling to you today to make your life have meaning for time and eternity. 
Time is soon ending. Before we know it, we will be before Jesus, looking into His face. 
Put your hands now into His nail-pierced hand and follow Him in obedience. Be a part 
of His Holy Church that brings glory to Him now. 

Whether it is a St. Thomas Church or another Church, our prayer for you is that 
your life will bring glory to the Kings of kings. For His Kingdom will have no end.°2 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God,* and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
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APPENDIX I: 


CHURCH EMBLEM 


“By canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the 
cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.”©2 


“Many have been crucified throughout the world, but by none of these are the devils scared; but when they see even 
the Sign of the Cross of Christ, who was crucified for us, they shudder.” - St. Cyril of Jerusalem 


AS PART OF the Apostolic Church we are not re-inventors who are trying to do 
something new. Christianity is over 2,000 years old, and faithful men“ have passed on 
the Gospel.°” 

The cross has been a symbol of the Church since the beginning. As stated in 
Britannica: “Cross, the principal symbol of the Christian religion, recalling the 
Crucifixion of Jesus Christ and the redeeming benefits of his Passion and death. The 
cross is thus a sign both of Christ 


[death, resurrection] and of the faith of Christians.”“° The movement of St. Thomas 
Churches are committed to this faith once delivered to the saints. The Church emblem 
below speaks of a few facets of the mission and burden of the Church. 


The Sharing of the Good News 


Crosses in earliest Church history have been displayed as bare, empty crosses. St. 
Thomas Church’s emblem has an empty cross to speak of the resurrection of Christ? 
and, therefore, the Church’s mission to spread this Good News message to friends, 
neighbours, cities, nations, and the whole world. The cross was where Jesus was 
crucified It is the power of the Christian Life.“ The cross is our call to follow Jesus in 
suffering.° In the cross is our redemption. It is our boast and declaration of living for 
another Kingdom.*” 


The passion to share this lively faith is encouraged. We are left here on earth after 
our conversion to share this Gospel in word,°* deed,“* and through our very lives.“ 
There is a lost humanity that is crying out for meaning and purpose under the weight of 
the sickness of sin. The proclamation of Christ conquering death is the responsibility of 
every child of God. 


The Unity of the Church 


It is through humility that we can enter into true unity with other believers in the 
Church. The real place of learning the mysteries of God is becoming nothing. God gives 
grace to humble people,“ and part of this grace is the blessing of true unity with 
brethren. We argue and debate and cause more sin and division in our pride.*? “Many 
of our problems could be reconciled if we discussed our concerns on our knees before a 
Holy God.”*“ Count Zizendorf of the Moravian movement said that each denomination 
has a precious jewel of truth in it that it holds. With this mindset we can be charitable to 
others we disagree with in non-essentials. 

In the emblem, there is stained glass that appears broken into various pieces, but 
you see a unified whole, the cross itself is the central aspect of holding together all other 
parts. This is a picture of how, in the Gospel, there is unity and wholeness.“ 
Specifically, St. Thomas Churches display this unifying factor to the greater body of 
Christ, through being agreeable on Christ, The Gospel and historical early Church 
creeds. We do not find unity with Churches or believers who have immoral behaviour 
or extra-Biblical teachings that go against Holy Scripture clearly. This type of 
ecumenicalism is holy and from God where we graciously find fellowship in truth. 
Jesus’ desire is that the Church would be one.“ 


The Worship of God 


In a modern hymn we sing the words: 


“O come to the altar. 

The Father’s arms are open wide. 

Forgiveness was bought with the precious blood of Jesus 
Christ. Oh, what a Savior. 

Isn't He wonderful? 

Sing Hallelujah, Christ is risen. 

Bow down before Him. For He is Lord of all.”“° 


This response is not required but it was normal. No other response should come 
from us as God’s creation than to bow® in humble reverence“® before Him and His 
majesty 


In the St. Thomas Movement, the desire to come and gather to worship God for 
Himself is a chief desire. This is expressed in the emblem with the arched sanctuary 
steeple over the cross. This is the reason for our gathering. It is Him. It is unto Him. 

We were made to worship God not for what we can get from Him but simply to 
worship and adore the Holy Trinity. This brings the purpose of the Church back to God 
and away from a man-centred approach. 

The cross and altar against the wall in a gathering also speaks to this reality where 
we all set our faces towards God. No worship band or other distractions, we have come 
to set our gaze“ on the Lord Himself. 
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APPENDIX II: 


CREEDS OF THE CHURCH 


“The Church, though dispersed through our the whole world, even to the ends of the earth, has received from the 
apostles and their disciples this faith.” - St. Irenaeus of Lyon 


“So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by our spoken word or by 
our letter,”50 


CREEDS ARE FUNDAMENTAL for the confession and belief of the Church. Creeds 
have been instrumental in preserving truth doctrines and keeping the body of Christ 
from many heresies. 

We all are people who live by some sort of creed or confession. We all believe 
something, but it’s important to confess and believe the right thing. 

Creeds are like a plumbline to keep the Church focused on what is most important. 
Creeds are all taken from Holy Scripture and synthesize fundamental elements of belief 
for us to easily read and confess. 

The earliest known creed for the New Testament Church was “Jesus is Lord.”©! Such 
a statement was the high point of God’s revelation. He sent His Son to mankind. The 
incarnated God is the Lord of all and worthy of worship. Another wonderful creedal 
statement that summarizes the Gospel and is said in Churches worldwide even till 
today: Christ has died,°* Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

The roots of St. Thomas Church reach back into early church history, which is why we 
recite every Sunday foundational statements Christians have for centuries: the Apostles’ 
Creed and the Nicene Creed. We are a part of the global and historic Church the body of 
Christ. 


St. Thomas Vision Statement 


St. Thomas Church is a church planting movement in ancient tradition: “Ancient Worship 
For Today.” St. Thomas believers walk in intimacy with God, worshipping His Person in 
Ancient worship tradition and make Him known to the nations. 

Our Mission Statement is: We exist to know and worship the Triune God, living a life 
of fruitfulness in the furtherance of the Good News to unreached peoples. 

Our Church Core Values are: 


Knowing God - Having an intimate relationship with God the Father and His Son 
Jesus Christ is the greatest achievement we can have in life. Knowing Him is eternal 
life and satisfies all our inward desires giving us rest. 

Worshipping Jesus - The fascination of heaven is Jesus. He is worshipped in un- 
ending unison of the angels and saints.“° Our worship should be towards Him and His 
Person. As we worship on earth®” we join the heavenly worship around the throne of 
God. 

Early Church Pattern - There are many discipleship and Church patterns utilized 
amongst many denominations in our day. There is a movement back to implementing 
some of the earliest Church discipleship methods and forms of worship. (Liturgy, 
Creedal Statements, Headcoverings,*% etc). 

Good News Bearers - The Good News of Jesus is too good not to share. We should 
experience such joy from knowing Him that we are compelled to share Him with lost 
humanity. We desire to see all disciples in this movement be proclaimers* of this Good 
News message. 


Church Declarations 


Here are some declarations St. Thomas Church agrees with: 


St. Thomas Statement of Faith 


St. Thomas Church embraces the basic doctrines affirmed by the wider Christian Church 
through the ages. Our theological statements are in general agreement with “mainline” 
Protestant churches. Two of the most widely accepted Christian doctrinal statements, 
the Apostles’ and the Nicene creeds, are included in our liturgies. 

We have two sacraments - Baptism and Holy Communion. With the whole of 
Christendom we share faith in the Triune God who has once and for all revealed himself 
and redeemed humanity in his Son. 

The Triune God as revealed in the Holy Scripture of the Old and New Testaments is 
the only source of our life and salvation; and this Scripture is the sole standard of the 
doctrine and faith of the St. Thomas Church and therefore shapes our life. 

St. Thomas Church recognizes in the creeds of the Church the thankful acclaim of the 
Body of Christ. These creeds aid the Church in formulating a Scriptural confession, in 
marking the boundary of heresies, and in exhorting believers to an obedient and 
fearless testimony in every age. 

We believe in and confess the Headship of Jesus Christ,°“° the Son of God over the 
Church. He died that He might unite the scattered children of God. As the living Lord 
and Shepherd, He is leading His flock.%+ 


Apostles Creed 


The Apostles Creed was used as an Ancient early Church baptismal document that you 
would recite as part of your discipleship. This statement of faith became more widely 
used in Church liturgies on the Lord’s Day also. It was written in part to combat 
heresies forming teaching against the incarnation of Jesus Christ in the flesh. 

The letter from the Apostle Paul to the believers in Colossae®’ speaks much to this 
false teaching and reinforces the importance of the physical body of Jesus Christ. It is 
amazing that he even goes as far to say that we were reconciled by Christ’s very 
“physical body’*= thus the gospel message itself rested upon this sacrifice once for all. 
God made “all His fulness dwell in Him.”° Jesus was not an important part of God’s 
creation, or an angel or any less than God Himself. Almost all heresies and cults 
throughout the history of the Church have diminished the fact that Jesus was God, part 
of the holy Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The early Church laboured to ensure 
that the teaching of the bodily importance of Jesus Christ was emphasized. 

God was “conceived”? in the flesh. He was “born’® in the flesh. He “suffered”°~ in 
the flesh. He was “crucified’”°*® in the flesh. He “rose again” in the flesh. God “ascended to 
heaven’ in the flesh. He is “seated at the right hand of God” in the flesh. God’s Son was 
fully God and fully God in the womb of Mary the bearer of God. The early Apostles’ 
Creed speaks of these things in summary of the holy faith the Church believed: 


I believe in God,“ the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.®2 

I believe in Jesus Christ,“ his only Son, our Lord.°2 
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit® 

and born of the Virgin®” Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,“ 

was crucified, died,“ and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again.“ 

He ascended into heaven,°2 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.°° 


He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,“ 

the holy catholic Church,%* 

the communion of saints,°2 

the forgiveness of sins,°* 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.“° Amen. 


Nicene Creed 


“That he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.” 

This statement of belief was one of the earlier creedal statements in the New 
Testament. Quite possibly believers who repeat phrases like this say it in unison or 
memorize them. From the days of the Apostles till now the Church has had creeds and 
statements of belief that summarized Biblical statements, bringing them into a simple 
form. Because of illiteracy and lack of access to written materials, most of Church 
history was oral where letters and Scriptures were read aloud. 

Therefore, the use of creeds to orally believe and repeat was essential. Most 
evangelical denominations accept and use the Apostles’ Creed which is the oldest 
longer creed. The Nicene Creed was formed in the Council of Nicaea in 325 where 
leaders of most of the Churches were represented. The main reason for the council 
meeting was to address the false teachings of Arianism. Arius was a presbyter (elder) in 
Alexandria in Egypt who taught that Jesus was created and not God in the true sense. 
This error in the Church followed the same thinking of many Gnostic false teachings, 
that matter was evil so God could not truly become flesh or dwell bodily in flesh. 

Some modern evangelical believers see this council as the turning part of the 
Church. This is due to the fact that Emperor Constantine granted religious liberty and 
special favour to Christians in the Roman empire at this council. Modern evangelical 
authors speak negatively of this time that one would think it would be evil to even say 
the Nicene Creed itself. Yet this creed was laying the solid foundation for the testimony 
of the Church and how to deal with false errors and sects. 

In modern times the number of groups that have arisen that continue in Arian 
doctrine is shocking. Many larger cults in our day teach that Jesus was just part of God’s 
creation, including Jehovah’s Witnesses that boast that Arius himself was a great 
witness to the truth. There are also many modern Pentecostal-type groups that have 
declared there is no Trinity and Jesus is God alone. Though there have been groups that 
have existed that were breakaway groups, many of them were not healthy and had false 
doctrines or errors that were corrected by such Church councils as Nicaea. 

The Nicene Creed stands as one of the greatest statements of faith of the Church and 
a remedy against many heresies and wrong ideas about God. This creed is said aloud in 
many historical Churches around the world each Lord’s Day by God’s people. In the St. 
Thomas Church movement, we read this creed weekly. 

The Nicene Creed is as follows: 


We believe in one God, 

the Father,“ the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,“ 

of all that is, visible and invisible.“° 


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,” 

the only-begotten Son of God,“* 

eternally begotten of the Father,“ 

God from God, Light from Light,“ 

true God from true God,2 

begotten, not made,“ 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation2® he came down from heaven,2Z 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,“ 

and was made man.2 

For our sake he was crucified@2 under Pontius Pilate;Z 

he suffered?” death and was buried.7* 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven2® 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.“° 

He will come again in glory” to judge the living and the dead,“® 
and his kingdom will have no end.7” 


We believe in the Holy Spirit,“° the Lord,“ the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,“ 
who has spoken through the prophets.“ 

We believe in one“ holy” catholic and apostolic Church.2® 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.” 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,22 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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APPENDIX III: 


THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST 


“The Gospel of Christ. Thanks be to God.” - Common Book of Prayer 


“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with 


ae 


the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures” 


GOD CREATED THE world and made us to be in a loving relationship with Him. 
Though created good, human nature became fatally flawed, and we are now all out of 
step with God. In Bible language, we are sinners,“ guilty before God“ and separated 
from Him.“° The good news of the Gospel is that God took loving action in Jesus Christ 
to save us from this dire situation. The key facts of this divine remedy are these: God 
the Father sent his eternal Son into this world to reconcileZ” us to himself, to free us to 
love and serve him, and to prepare us to share his glory in the life to come. Jesus was 
born of the Virgin Mary through the Holy Spirit, lived a perfect life,“? died for our 
sins,“ and rose bodily from the dead to restore us to God. Given authority by his 
Father, Jesus now rules in heaven as King over all things, advancing God’s kingdom 
throughout the world. In the fullness of time, Jesus will return to establish his kingdom 
in its glory on earth,“ and all things will be renewed. Reigning in heaven over all 
things, Jesus Christ continues to draw sinners to Himself.“ He enables us by his Holy 
Spirit to turn wholeheartedly from our sinful and self-centered ways (repentance), and to 
entrust ourselves to him to live in union and communion with him (faith). In spiritual 
terms, sin is the way of death,“ and fellowship with Christ is the way of life. 


Turning to Christ 


Turning to Christ brings us into fellowship with God. Baptism,“ which is the rite of 
entry into the Church’s fellowship, marks the beginning of this new life in Christ. The 
apostle Peter, proclaiming the Gospel, said, “Repent and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.”“° 


Through faith, repentance, and Baptism we are spiritually united to Jesus and 
become children of God the Father.“ Jesus said: “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”“* As we come to the Father 


through Jesus Christ, God the Holy Spirit enlightens our minds and hearts to know 
him, and we are born again spiritually to new life. To continue to live faithfully as 
Christians, we must rely upon the power and gifts which the Holy Spirit gives to God’s 
people.“ 

When the disciple Thomas encountered the risen Jesus, he acknowledged him by 
saying, “My Lord and my God!” To be a Christian you must, like Thomas, 
wholeheartedly submit to the living Christ as your Lord and God. Knowing the Lord 
Jesus means personally believing in him, surrendering your life?! to him through 
repentance and Baptism, and living as one of his joyful followers. 

A clear way to make this commitment of faith and repentance is to offer to God a 
prayer in which you: 

- Confess your sins to God,” being as specific as possible, and repent by turning 

from them; 

- Thank God for his mercy and forgiveness given to you in Jesus Christ; 

- Promise to follow and obey Jesus as your Lord;4 

- Ask the Holy Spirit to help you be faithful to Jesus as you grow into spiritual 

maturity. 


One example of such a prayer is the following: 


Almighty Father, I confess that I have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions 
(especially __). I am truly sorry and humbly repent. Thank you for forgiving my sins through 
the death of your Son, Jesus. I turn to you and give you my life. Fill and strengthen me with 
your Holy Spirit to love you, to follow Jesus as my Lord in the fellowship of his Church, and to 
become more like him each day. Amen. 


Next Steps 


To be a Christian is to be included in God’s family,“ the Church. No one should try to 
be a Christian alone. If you are making this commitment for the first time-or have not 
been a practicing Christian for some time—here are some further steps to take: 

- Share your commitment as soon as possible with one or more Christians and with 
an ordained minister, so they can pray for you. 

- If you are not connected with a church, join a biblically faithful one. If you are 
connected but not involved, look for ways to deepen your participation. 

- If you are now becoming a follower of Jesus Christ and have never been baptized, 
it is important that you speak with a minister about preparing for Baptism. It is 
also important to pray for God’s help and spiritual protection. 

- If you are a baptized Christian but have not been living out your faith, it is 
appropriate for you to confess your sins® and reaffirm your faith®® in the 
presence of a minister. 


- In order to grow in your new life in Christ, it is vitally important that you be 
involved in regular worship, Bible study, prayer, and Christian fellowship. 


Coming to personal faith in Christ is a momentous decision that is often not made 
quickly. If you are not yet ready to take this step, but you continue to seek after God,“ 
you may want to pray a prayer like the following: 


O God, please reveal yourself to me. Draw near to me as I seek you. Open my eyes to see your 
truth. Show me those things in my mind and heart that keep me from faith in you. Help me to 
know and trust Jesus Christ. And lead me to those people who can help me as I seek to know you. 


God will always answer such prayers made with patience, persistence,“ and 
humility. 
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APPENDIX IV: 


ST. THOMAS AN EXAMPLE 


“In a marvelous way God’s mercy arranged that the disbelieving disciple, in touching the wounds of his Master’s 
body, should heal our wounds of disbelief.” - St. Gregory the Great 


“Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but 
believe. "763 


GOD DOES NOT hide the fragility of humanity in the Holy Scriptures but rather shares 
it with us, showing that we all are of like passions.“ Whether we are like a prophet 
Elijah who despaired of life“? thinking God had forgotten him or a modern soul 
wondering if God is real or understands, we all err and doubt at times. St. Thomas gives 
us this sense of humanness in his doubting: “Unless I --- put my hand into his side, I 
will not believe.”“° Yet God allowed this to show His incarnational love for humanity. 
Nine days after the crucifixion, Christ invites Thomas to touch Him.“2 Thomas touched 
the wounds of Christ, and discovered God. 

This encounter with God changed everything for St. Thomas. What is little known 
for many modern believers is that this doubting Thomas became a radical missionary, 
bringing the Gospel ultimately to the most southern tip of India. 

“It was to a land of dark people he was sent, to clothe them by Baptism in white 
robes. His grateful dawn dispelled India’s painful darkness. It was his mission to 
espouse India to the One Begotten. The merchant is blessed for having so great a 
treasure. Edessa thus became the blessed city by possessing the greatest pearl India 
could yield. Thomas works miracles in India, and at Edessa Thomas is destined to 
baptize peoples perverse and steeped in darkness, and that in the land of India.” 7° 

According to the Church historian Eusebius in A.D. 300 Thomas and Bartholomew 
were assigned to Parthia and India.“? Following apostolic teachings, St. Thomas 
converted and ordained elders and leaders in the seven Churches he planted. 

St. Thomas was martyred by castration in A.D. 72 in India and finished his course 
and race well. Now we have a different story, not of a doubting Apostle but of an 
inspiring Apostle who finished well in his Christian journey, bringing many to the 
knowledge of Christ. 

St. Thomas is this example for us of missionary zeal in reaching the lost. He is the 
example of not only serving the Lord but putting his hand to the plow and not turning 


back. Will we follow the example of one who, like us, doubts at times? Will we come 
to a place of crisis and encounter with God and allow Him to call us afresh to share His 
heart for lost humanity? 


The Book of Acts Missions Model 


The Book of Acts in the Holy Scriptures is also our missions model and example. The 
early believers displayed great love for the lost and willingness to sacrifice greatly to 
share Christ’s love for the multitudes. We see multiple accounts of martyrdom, 
believers and leaders being put in jails,“ angry mobs abusing believers,“ and many 
stories of opposition. Yet in the midst of these challenges the early believers were 
constrained to continue to share this Good News. 

We recommend in general and to all adherents of St. Thomas Churches to read and re- 
read the book of Acts. It is recommended to read it even up to 10+ times in a year, 
allow this book to infuse you with the zeal and passion of missions. We are not called to 
have large churches, but every church needs to have a large vision. That larger vision is 
the entire world, to go and make disciples as our Lord commanded.“ Thus even a 
small gathering of a few believers in a home can end up having a significant impact for 
the kingdom of God. The Lord uses the weak and insignificant for His purposes.” 
Consider St. Philip who was only ordained a Deacon” but used of God to bring an 
entire city“ to the faith of Christ. 


Fasting And Prayer For Missions 


Jesus exhibited a life of prayer and fasting“ that was evident to His disciples. Fasting 
was a practice kept by Jewish believers and carried over into the early Christian 
assemblies. The Pharisee stated, “I fast twice a week.”“ Jesus did not correct such a 
practice“! but the way it was practiced, not to be boasted about or done before men.2” 
Early Christians moved the fast days to Wednesday and Friday. As the Didache says, 
“But you should fast on Wednesdays and Fridays.” The Apostolic Constitutions say, 
“On [Friday] because on that day the Lord suffered the death of the cross.” 

“Fasting is, as much as lies in us, an imitation of the angels, a condemning of things present, 
a school of prayer, a nourishment of the soul, a bridle of the mouth.” 

When we fast we neglect ourselves for the greater vision of God and His work in the 
earth. Praying for the lost and furtherance of the Gospel of Christ.“ St. Thomas Church 
recommends the fasting of Friday and at the very least of one of the hours of prayer 
during this day, potentially the 6th hour (noon). For at the 6th hour our Saviour was 
crucified. We can pray for the efficacy of His death for all Nations and peoples. 

“Blessed Savior, at this hour You hung upon the Cross, stretching out Your loving arms: 
Grant that all the peoples of the earth may look to You and be saved; for Your tender mercies’ 
sake,” 


“That all nations may come and worship You. Amen.””° 


Following in the Footsteps of Christ 


You and I have, with Christ’s disciples, inherited the command of The Great 
Commission. Having made the Father known, taking on the form of a servant,“ 
obedient unto death on the Cross, and defeating death“® that we might live-He who is 
the Resurrection and the Life“? has given us the role of proclaiming His Good News.22 

We are told to live as Christ lived," so if we say we are Christians then we must 
walk as He walked. If anyone says they are a follower of Christ and does not obey 
Christ’s command to go or send, to rescue the perishing, then our words in worship are 
inadequate and incomplete. Just as He came and laid His life down,™ giving all in 
order that God’s plan might be accomplished, may we follow in His footsteps and 
willingly carry on the gospel work. 

St. Thomas saw Christ,~2 he followed His example ultimately and laid down his life 
for the spreading of the Gospel. When we see a vision of this and the precious “faith once 
delivered” we are to pass on, our zeal should choose to suffer for the sowing of these 
truths. Life will be soon closing for us all. What have we done for eternity? 


Touching the Wounds of Christ 


The key to understanding the true importance of missions and discipleship is to have a 
personal, intimate experience of Jesus Christ. 

In our hurried lives and society, we seldom stop and look at Christ and pause long 
enough to truly touch Him. Thomas exclaims: “My Lord and my God!” Notice the 
possessive language it is not “the Lord” but “my Lord.” He came to understand that 
Christ’s death was for him. 

In similar fashion Lutheran Nicolaus Zinzendorf in 1716 was visiting an art museum 
and, when viewing a portrait of Christ, had an overshadowing of the Holy Spirit and 
understanding of that Great love that captures men. There was an experience of the 
blood of Christ, that precious thing that redeems men. It so revolutionized Zinzendorf 
that his only passion left in life was to proclaim the death,“° burial,“ and resurrection” 
of Jesus Christ to those who never heard it. He planted hundreds of Church 
communities all over the globe and became one of the main inspirations for all modern- 
day mission movements. 

The picture of Christ that Zinzendorf was struck by was called Ecce Homo, painted 
by Domencia Feti. Beneath the portrait were the words: “I have done this for you; what 
have you done for Me?” The response of Zinzendorf was: “I will do whatever He leads me 
to do.” Will you consider Christ today and look into His wounds? Will you see that 
Christ’s sufferings demand our all? A Lost unreached world is waiting. 

Say these prayers aloud: 

O GOD, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 

preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere 


may seek after you and find you, bring the nations into your fold, pour out your Spirit upon 
all flesh, and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


O GOD of all the nations of the earth: Remember the multitudes who have been created in 
your image but have not known the redeeming work of our Savior Jesus Christ; and grant 
that, by the prayers and labors of your holy Church, they may be brought to know and 
worship you as you have been revealed in your Son; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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APPENDIX V: 


ST. THOMAS DISTINCTIVES 


“Let us, therefore, forsake the vanity of the crowd and their false teachings, and turn back to the Word delivered to 
us from the beginning.” - Polycarp of Smyrna (A.D. 69 -155) 


“Built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone.” - Ephesians 2:20 


THERE ARE SEVERAL distinctive’s that give the St. Thomas Church its own ethos 
amongst even some historic Church models. We hold to all major elements of historic 
Christianity yet there are several practices that would give this movement a unique 
sense of mission. The breadth of practices allowed within the Church can vary but 
should never go against core apostolic beliefs. The difference is apostolic traditions 
never can be changed, but ecclesiastical traditions*’ can for the sake of mission and 
culture. 

Here are the following distinctive’s that make St. Thomas Church unique amongst 
especially modern expressions of the Church: 


Facing the Altar 


Since the 1950s in many historic Churches there was a choice of slowly putting the altar 
(communion table) to face the people. Before that, chiefly in Church history the altar was 
exclusively put against an east-facing wall®™ (known as Ad orientem) so the Presbyter 
(priest) would pray towards the east.“%2 “Now, in your gatherings, in the holy Church, 
convene yourselves modestly in places of the brethren, as you will, in a manner 
pleasing and ordered with care. Let the place of the priests be separated in a part of the 
house that faces east.”688 Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 200) said: “Prayers are made 
looking towards the sunrise in the east.” St. Basil the Great says: “We pray standing, 
[The earliest posture of prayer was standing, with the hands extended and raised towards 
heaven, and with the face turned to the East.|’”™ 

In many modern Churches there are worship bands facing the people, no crosses in 
the front and the only focal point is a pulpit. Having a visible cross and altar area with 
Holy Gospels will encourage more reverence and the reason why we are meeting, to 
worship God. 

We seek to restore this practice of an east-facing altar, believing it will cater to more 
reverence, more of a worshipful experience of presider, and people facing towards the 


slain Lamb of God. We do not disdain or look down on having the altar face the 
people; this is just a more ancient way,“ since the beginning and we desire to cater to 
more deep worship of the Triune God. 


Head Coverings For Sisters 


The practice of head covering is an Apostolic old practice in the Church.%8 In the St. 
Thomas movement we seek to encourage sisters to wear a covering over their head while 
praying in the Church gathering. The covering is not required at any other times. This is 
a graceful rule, as it is not imposed, but recommended. It is not an “ism” or fixation, but 
we do believe it will add to more of a reverential and godly experience in the presence 
of the Lord. This practice will be more caught than taught. Early saints spoke of this 
practice as acknowledging the presence of the holy angels** when we worship the Holy 
Trinity. 

From the Holy Scriptures we read: 

“Now I commend you for remembering me in everything and for maintaining the traditions, 
just as I passed them on to you.”*8 

“If a woman does not cover her head, she should have her hair cut off. And if it is shameful 
for a woman to have her hair cut or shaved off, she should cover her head.”* 

“For this reason a woman ought to have a sign of authority ona her head, because of the 
angels. ”*2 

Around the year 200, at Carthage, North Africa, Tertullian wrote: “For to this very 
day the Corinthians veil their virgins. What the Apostles taught, the disciples of the 
Apostles confirmed.”*" St. Clement in A.D. 190 echoes the apostolic normal of this 
practice: “For this is the wish of the Word, since it is becoming for her to pray veiled.”*“4 
It was without doubt that sisters in the early Church veiled themselves. This practice 
was historically done consistently all the way to the Protestant reformation and beyond. 

In Churches in India, Middle Eastern, Oriental countries today outside of Western 
influence wearing Head Coverings is normative in worship settings particularly. 


House Churches 


“In early Christianity, there were no church buildings. Eucharist was celebrated by the 
Church assembled together in private homes.”*= We understand that many Churches 
start in a home but then steadily progress towards renting a facility to grow into a full 
functioning parish. Our heart is with that process but we also want to give room to 
another ecclesiastical model where the Church can begin in the home and stay in the 
home. A permanent (or portable) altar can be set up in a spare room and sanctified. 
Multiple house churches can start in a city or town area, and a Presbyter (priest, deacon, 
etc) can visit each one on a rotation. This will be done for the sake of mission. The 
earliest forms of the Apostolic Church started in homes*’ with permanent altars and 
even permanent baptismal fonts! We believe this practice will cater to greater disciple- 


making*” and growth of the Church. St. Thomas Church seeks to be a mixture of house 
Church parishes as well as larger building parishes. We are open to both modes and 
sense a great synergy between both. Also, it should be noted that we will place a much 
heavier emphasis on lay leader training (including diaconate) as house churches would 
demand this of necessity. 


The Role of Women In Gatherings 


There has been a tremendous pressure and movement towards allowing for and 
implementing women into all areas and offices of the Church. This unbiblical precedent 
has led to even women Bishops in many mainline denominations. In many of these 
same churches homosexuality and all types of perversion have also come in under the 
same guise. St. Thomas Church follows the Apostolic teachings and example of Jesus 
allowing only for men in leadership as Presbyter (priest, deacon) and Bishop. The 
Scriptures teach the opposite for women they are never to be ordained and to be in 
submission in gatherings: “The women should keep silent in the Churches. For they are 
not permitted to speak, but should be in submission.” Modern day theologians try 
and worm their way around several passages of similar clarity in the New Testament. 

Our clear position is that Jesus elevated women with dignity and respect. Women in 
the Church gatherings are to remain silent. If asked by the Presbyter to conduct a 
Scripture reading she should do it with reverence and wearing a Scriptural head 
covering (another distinctive). Sisters have a great responsibility in their families and also 
training and being examples to younger sisters in the faith. Also in Church history 
when served in deacon type functions, missionary work, serving widows and the poor. 

“Woman taught the man once, and made him guilty of disobedience, and wrought 
our ruin.” Any sister who in humility submits to the order of Church and marriage as 
God prescribes it in the New Testament will have the blessing and peace of God on her 
life. In an age of rampant feminism, sisters who submit to God’s order have His blessing 
as Scripture says: “The unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in 
God’s sight.” 


Ancient and Modern Worship 


St. Thomas Church in each location will have a mixture of contemporary worship and 
hymns with Church liturgy. We seek to be a blend of both (Ancient and Modern) to allow 
for some newer godly expressions of worship in newer Spirit-filled worship. 

We seek to be a Biblical, uncompromising movement in the midst of the modern day, 
being relevant and missional. Having modern worship songs with older liturgies gives 
a sense of Ancient worship that is applicable for the modern day. 

As seeking to be an expression of the Apostolic Church we are not innovators but 
accepting some new cultural ecclesiastical traditions. These new traditions will help in 
the spreading of the mission and Church of Christ. For example, in our liturgy book 


modern renditions will be used where applicable which will give prayers in modern 
language with ancient beliefs. 


Multiplying Churches 


The Ancient Church was a fast-growing Spirit-filled movement. A Church historian 
scholar suggested that “by the year A.D. 350 there could have been as many as 15.8 
million Christians within the Roman Empire.”*° What a staggering number considering 
the Roman Empire population could have been roughly 65 million people at that time. 
We have heard a lot in Church circles about multiplying disciples, which is important 
and Biblical. But the idea of multiplying Churches is still is foreign for many. This must 
be put as a priority immediately in the minds of all believers in St. Thomas Churches. We 
do not exist for ourselves but to reach all of humanity with the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. 

There are over two billion people in the world that still have never heard the Name 
of Jesus once! We are to share this “glad tidings of great joy”*’ with all mankind. 
Whether it is a house Church that multiplies into several or a building parish Church 
that becomes an Antioch Mission sending center, in all things the great commission®~ of 
Jesus Christ is our priority. All disciples make disciples. The clergy are there to 
encourage this ultimate work. 


Visiting A St. Thomas Meeting 


If you are a Christian looking for a Church to fellowship in or a person simply seeking 
God, here is what you can expect when visiting a St. Thomas Church meeting. The venue 
itself could be different, meaning it could be a rented space of any type, a Church 
building, or a meeting in the home, but your experience should still be the same by and 
large. Here are some things you will expect to see: 


Acknowledging God’s Presence 


One of the first things you will notice when visiting a St. Thomas Church is a sign hung 
in the vestibule of the church (entry way). On this sign you will read a statement asking 
you to pause, quiet yourself, and acknowledge that you are entering a holy space. In a 
home meeting removing shoes is normal as etiquette for visitors to do, but this also can 
be a sacramental step of saying you are entering God’s presence just as Moses removed 
his sandals before the burning bush. 

Upon entering a gathering, before entering the sanctuary (set apart space), you can 
pause acknowledging God’s presence and even do a slight bow towards the cross and 
altar. “T will enter Your house, At Your holy temple I will bow in reverence for You.”*“° 
This small gesture of bowing to acknowledge God was an Old Testament practice and 
was carried over into the New Testament Early Church.8” 


Silence Before God 


In many modern Churches there is loud music playing, count down clocks, people 
greeting you when you walk in, etc (This fellowship can all be done after the service). But in 
St. Thomas Churches, we ask that you come in and sit in silence without talking to others, 
preparing your heart to worship God. 

When you come into the sanctuary whether it be a home, rental, or church building 
the seating will be arranged to face towards an altar. Don’t worry. You will not be 
interrogated. This is a safe place to explore, observe, and experience God. Silence is an 
important step in allowing God to work in our lives* “Be silent in the LORD’s presence 
and wait patiently for Him.”*” 


The Focal Point A Cross 


Christianity is all about Jesus Christ.“ Even the way the Church meets garners your 
mind and heart towards the focus of the Son of God. All seating will face towards an 
eastward facing (where possible) altar area where you will see a table against a wall with 
a chalice (communion cup)™ covered with linen, the Holy Gospels book, and the Holy 
Scriptures on a book stand.* 

Above the altar table you will see a cross centered on the wall (or table cross). This 
cross reminds us we have come to worship the Triune God, namely to glorify Jesus 
Christ for His death, burial, and resurrection.2= 

You will also notice that the Presbyter (priest, deacon, etc.) faces towards the altar 
during much of the service. He is here to worship God just like everyone else. We all 
face towards God, including worship leaders. Too many churches make the service like 
a show you come to watch instead of a worship experience you partake in 
meaningfully. 


Liturgical Worship 


The service will start and end with participatory liturgy that is read by the Presbyter 
and people. If you are a visitor, you are welcome to read along and share in the meeting. 
Though there is a time for a sermon in the service, most of the time is shared in 
congregational worship, responsive reading by the congregation and Scripture 
readings. 

The key to the meeting is worship.°®= We have come to worship the living God, not to 
only hear a sermon about Him. All aspects of the meeting speak to us to fix our gaze 
heavenward to the unseen realm to worship the Triune God. You will have a liturgy 
book (or pamphlet) on your seat or it can be obtained as you walk into the sanctuary. The 
words in the liturgy are ancient, certain phrases and prayers are virtually as old as the 
two thousand year-old Church itself. There is time given for worship songs that are old 


and contemporary. It is as we say these prayers in unison that we begin to renew our 
minds** and grow closer to Christ.5% 


Holy Communion 


The worship experience climaxes in the celebration of the Holy Communion 
(Eucharist).°* This sacramental act is reserved only for those who are water baptized 
Christians who confess*” and believe in Christ. 

If you have been water baptized in the Holy Trinity“ you are welcome to partake in 
Communion. If you have not been you are still welcome to go forward when others are 
receiving and, crossing your arms together, you can go to the Presbyter (priest, deacon, 
etc) and he will say a prayer of blessing over you. You will notice people receiving the 
elements (wine and bread) reverentially with kneeling at the front or bowing™ This is to 
reverence the sacredness of Jesus command: “This is My Body which is for you. Do this 
in remembrance of Me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in My Blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.’”52 

The most intimate form of worship we can do is to remember the Lord through the 
Holy Eucharist. “Those who eat of me will hunger for more, and those who drink of me 
will thirst for more.”*“= Heaven touches earth, time opens up for us to experience the 
worship of the Lamb.* 

Wisdom says to us: “Come, eat of My Bread and drink of the Wine I have mixed. 
Leave your simple ways, and live, and walk 738 in the way of insight.”=° 

Will you come today and worship Him? 
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APPENDIX VI: 


STARTING A MISSION 


“Indeed, a house is a little church.” - St. John Chrysostom 


“God's plans for you are better than any plans you have for yourself. So don’t be afraid of God’s will, even if it’s 
different from yours.” - Greg Laurie 


VIRTUALLY ANYONE CAN be used by God to start mission work in an area. A 
mission work is a gathering of two or more people*“ who have the desire to see a 
Church established in the area. Most mission works begin in a home setting which is the 
most practical, accessible space. During the first three hundred years of Church history, 
the primary meeting place was also the home This “little Church” model is 
something that is valid not only during times of persecution or pressure but also during 
times of peace. 


STEP 1 - Setting Up an Altar Area 


Here are some practical steps you can take to prepare an altar area in your home for a 
St. Thomas Church meeting: 

1) As per the St Thomas Distinctives, you want to find a space in your home that has 
an available east-ward facing wall (if possible). This practice was adopted by the Jewish 
people before who faced towards the Temple in Jerusalem.’ Additionally, Christian 
believers practice was towards the East where Jesus ascended to heaven on the Mount 
of Olives.*” Later in history Churches were even built in a cross shape with the pulpit 
on the east end. The sun rises in the east, and believers were supposed to look to the 
east for Christ’s return.*! 

Practically speaking, it is ideal if there is room for a small table to be placed against 
this eastward-facing wall. This will become the altar area. Some homes will need to 
move furniture around for each meeting, while others can afford a room that is setup as 
a dedicated worship space. The latter is preferable. In many Christian homes, there can 
be a dedicated prayer space that is eastward facing with a Cross or Holy Scriptures 
setup. Such sacred spaces speak to our devotion for the Lord to unbelievers and visitors 
and also sanctifies our homes.* 


2) The Holy Table or Altar should be a reasonably sized table with room to stand in- 
front of it and ultimately be used for Holy Communion. It can be a temporary plastic 
table that folds and can be put away or a more permanent wooden table. 

It is important to be reverential about furniture that is used for these sacred actions, 
so if the portable table or other table is dedicated to this purpose, it should not be used 
for any other secular purposes. On top of the table should be placed white linen cloth: 
“At the Communion time the Holy Table shall have upon it a fair white linen cloth.” 

If the Altar table is portable when putting it away, please reverently fold the linen 
cloth and any other items on top of it, and carefully store them where they will not be 
misused for other purposes. 

3) The focal point of our gathering is Jesus Christ and this is symbolized by the 
wooden cross that is either hung on the wall above the altar or placed as an altar cross 
on the table. This cross should be reasonably large in size as it speaks of the reason for 
our Church gathering.* It is recommended that the cross is a bare cross not a crucifix 
(Jesus hanging on the cross) as the bare cross speaks of the resurrection of the Lord.°= As 
we come on the Lord’s Day we are celebrating this resurrection.*® 

4) On the Altar table the Holy Scriptures are displayed prominently on a book 
holder. The Gospel Book can be placed also on the altar and should only be used for the 
Altar Table and the “Gospel Reading” done in services.°% 

5) Having space to put folding chairs in front of the Altar area is important. Set them 
in rows sequentially. We are not gathering towards ourselves but toward Jesus Christ so 
the chairs represent that reality. They are not set up in a circle facing each other rather 
everyone faces toward the Holy Cross. 

6) A St. Thomas Church poster can be put on the wall that will let visitors 
acknowledge the sacred space and it should be treated as such. It is also a reminder for 
people to sacramentally prepare themselves to worship the Lord and assume a posture 
of desiring to meet with the Lord. 

The following is found on the poster: As we come into the sanctuary to worship the 
Triune God, pause and still your heart. Before you enter pause in silence and still your heart 
before God, you can optionally make a bow gesture. 

These sacramental actions testify that we are His and have come to acknowledge God’s very 
presence. “I will enter Your house, At Your holy temple I will bow in reverence for You.” (Psalm 
5:7) “Be silent in the LORD’s presence and wait patiently for Him.” (Psalm 37:7) 

We have come with thankful hearts to worship the Son of God and celebrate His resurrection. 
Praise be to God! 

This laminated poster sheet and even appropriate wood crosses can be sent to you 
from St. Thomas Church. 


An Ancient Pathway 


This is a pathway to the ancient Church to be a part of something greater than 
yourselves. By taking practical steps to start a mission work in your area, you are 
allowing God to use you as an instrument to bring others in contact with this faith once 
delivered to the saints. 

In starting a mission work you do not need to reinvent the wheel or figure out how 
to do this yourself, rather you can to adopt principles and traditions from the two 
thousand year-old historic Church. It is the Church built in God’s way that lasts and 
endures in this life and in the life to come. Live your life for what is eternal and what 
matters. Already you have learnt how to set up an altar area in your home which is an 
important step. Next, you will learn how to conduct a very basic service. 


STEP 2 - A Basic Liturgical Service 


It is recommended to start a simple service of liturgical prayer which can be done any 
day of the week. It is suggested you follow the hours of prayer as prescribed in the St. 
Thomas Church Liturgy, so either have a 9 am Morning Prayer service, a 12-noon Midday 
Prayer, or 3pm Afternoon Prayer service. That way you are praying alongside millions 
of other historic Church believers and others in St. Thomas gatherings.°© 

Here are some practical steps to run this meeting: 

1) In most cases it is best to have at least two people administering this meeting. One 
would be the celebrant (/eader) and the other the respondent (lay people). In the context 
of the mission work, both are at first lay leaders, but one will take the role of “leader.” 
The leader will read the text that is not “bold” while the other layperson will read the 
bold text. If you are alone you simply read out all leader and respondent statements. 

2) Before starting the Prayer time (hours of prayer), it is good to have a moment of 
silence, to pause and consider the Lord.* 

As an example, clergy (and lay leadership) when coming near the altar make a slight 
bow®2 towards the cross with their head before they are seated. 

3) It is good to read the prayers slowly and to remember that you are praying with 
many others in the Church and for the whole Church and the world. Most of the 
statements in the prayers are from Holy Scripture or an Ancient Prayer from an early 
Church father. Mystically, we can also consider that as we pray, we are entering into 
those prayers and worship before the very throne of God (Revelation 5, Isaiah 6) and into 
the timeless worship of the Ever Living One. 

4) If you are reading out-loud the Scripture readings with the prayer time, have the 
Scripture(s) readings marked and ready ahead of time. In the rubrics (italic statements), 
the St. Thomas Church Liturgy shows which statement to say. As some statements and 
prayers should only be said by an ordained Presbyter (priest).°@ 

Starting to pray the hours of prayer a few times a week or even daily is a very 
important way to cater to the presence of God in your home, and a way to start to align 
yourself with the Historic Ancient Church. Having houses of prayer is Biblical and 


historical: “When he [Peter] realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of 
John who is called Mark, where there were many people gathered in prayer.”* 


STEP 3 - Catechesis Process 


In many cases, those who are using this book will be in areas where there is no 
Biblically faithful historic Church. Therefore, there is the need to start a mission work in 
your home or area. 

Discipleship (Catechesis) is the Ancient Church process of training people 
(catechumen) who are seeking to be water baptized and become a part of the Church. 
This process is always done with the guidance of a local parish Presbyter (priest, deacon, 
etc) and the Bishop would be the one to water baptize and give confirmation to 
individuals by the laying on of hands. Each situation is different and St. Thomas Church 
is seeking to serve everyone in their own context. 

Here are some definite steps you can take as individuals and small mission groups 
toward starting your discipleship process remotely or at the very least preparing for it: 

1) Read the book, An Ancient Move of God, Book of Acts. It is an overview more of the 
Church you are being baptized into and gives you the basics of the Ancient faith. 

It is best to read it with another person or in a group setting, discussing and 
searching some or all of the Scripture references.°@ 

We also encourage the group study of fill in the blank discipleship materials that can 
be provided for you by St. Thomas Church. You will need someone to guide you through 
these books and it is best done in a small group even in a live video meeting online. 

2) Do not journey alone.*° Reach out to a leader at St. Thomas Church and also ask 
the Lord in prayer for at least one other person you can explore the Ancient Faith with. 
We are meant to live in community and live out our Christian walk in community. Jesus 
exemplified this in living with his twelve disciples for 3 years. 

3) We will continue to supply new materials and resources for you to understand the 
Ancient Faith better and relay these materials to your Mission group. Reading this book 
and others in the St. Thomas Book Series will also help with your Christian discipleship. 

4) As St. Thomas Church connects with individuals and groups, we will prayerfully 
serve and find ways to connect you practically with a Presbyter (priest, deacon) or bishop 
so that you can continue your journey toward the Ancient Church and be a part of 
establishing a testimony of the Church in your area. 


Closing Prayer 


We close this volume with a quote from an Ancient document called the Didache and a 
benediction from Holy Scripture. 

May God preserve you from the coming time of testing and trial on earth. And grant 
you community in His Church. 


“Then shall the creation of men come into the fire of trial,“ and many shall be made 
to stumble and shall 760 perish; but they that endure in their faith shall be saved®* from 
under the curse itself. And then shall appear the signs of the truth; first, the sign of an 
outspreading in heaven;*” then the sign of the sound of the trumpet;*“ and the third, the 
resurrection of the dead; yet not of all, but as it is said: The Lord shall come and all His 
saints with Him.“ Then shall the world see the Lord coming upon the clouds of 
heaven.”52 


The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.®@ 
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APPENDIX VII: 


THE ANTICHRIST DECEPTION 


“When he ( Antichrist ) comes, a recapitulation made of all sorts of iniquity and of every deceit, ---since he sums up 
in his own person all the commixture of wickedness which took place previous to the deluge, due to the apostasy of 
the angels.” - Irenaeus (AD. 120-202) 


“Who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the 
temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.” - 2 Thessalonians 2:4 


THE SCRIPTURE SPEAK of a coming deception upon the entire world and Church 
before the second coming of Jesus Christ. The Apostle John, the last of the apostles, said: 
“Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now 
many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour.”*“ Antichrist is 
coming and will come with deception, deceit, and ultimately destruction. He will 
deny the incarnation of Jesus®*“ and will blind the eyes of many before Jesus actually 
comes in the clouds. 

Paul the Apostle speaking to believers in the Church of Thessalonians in A.D. 50 
said, “Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the 
rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 
who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that 
he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.”*7 

The prophet Daniel spoke of Antichrist: “He shall speak words against the Most 
High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and shall think to change the 
times and the law; and they shall be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a 
time.’””° 

The Antichrist will come with deception to if possible deceive the “very elect.”°@ 
This deceit through false miracles will come to a people who are not seeking truth: “The 
coming of the lawless one will be accompanied by the working of Satan, with every 
kind of power, sign, and false wonder, and with every wicked deception directed 
against those who are perishing, because they refused the love of the truth that would 
have saved them. For this reason God will send them a powerful delusion so that they 
believe the lie, in order that judgment may come upon all who have disbelieved the 
truth and delighted in wickedness.”* The devil, exalting the Antichrist, will try to vest 
his coming with all the signs of the coming of the Son of God to earth. 


He will come suddenly without warning on the world scene. The world itself will 
recognize the Antichrist as Christ. He will be a mock saviour, emulating and copying 
trying to replace the true Christ. In the end he will deceive and lead people to worship 
Satan. He must be resisted and the true faith of Christianity held to. 


The Early Church Fathers Warning 


The Church Fathers were emphatic on the warning of the coming antichrist. Just like 
their Saviour who warned His disciples of coming deception, the Church Fathers are 
replete with encouragements for believers to be prepared for what is coming on the 
earth. The modern teaching of a secret rapture to evacuate believers before the antichrist 
appears is unknown theology to these Ancient believers. They went through great 
sufferings and martyrdoms and looked upon the coming of the antichrist to be the “last 
trial.” 

We are encouraging all believers in St. Thomas Churches to have a mindset of 
wisdom towards these things and understand what believers before us taught. Our 
gaze must be on Jesus the Son of God at all times, our desire is for His second coming. 
We are not seeking for the antichrist but we must at the same time not be deceived by 
his wiles and coming. Having our devotion and attention to Jesus Christ and His words 
will keep us from being deceived in that short hour. 

Here are accounts from some Church Fathers in their own words. 


Justin Martyr (A.D. 110-165) 


“Two advents of Christ have been announced: the one, in which He is set forth as 
suffering, inglorious, dishonored, and crucified; but the other, in which He shall come 
from heaven with glory, when the man of apostasy, who speaks strange things against 
the Most High, shall venture to do unlawful deeds on the earth against us the 
Christians, ... Now it is evident that no one can terrify or subdue us who have believed 
in Jesus over all the world. For it is plain that, though beheaded, and crucified, and 
thrown to wild beasts, and chains, and fire, and all other kinds of torture, we do not 
give up our confession; but the more such things happen, the more do others and in 
larger numbers become faithful, and worshippers of God through the name of Jesus.” 


Irenaeus: Discipled by Polycarp who was discipled by John. (AD. 120-202) 


“Moreover, another danger, by no means trifling, shall overtake those who falsely 
presume that they know the name of Antichrist. For if these men assume one [number], 
when this [Antichrist] shall come having another, they will be easily led away by him, as 
supposing him not to be the expected one, who must be guarded against. These men, 
therefore, ought to learn [what really is the state of the case], and go back to the true 
number of the name, that they be not reckoned among false prophets. But, knowing the 
sure number declared by Scripture, that is, six hundred sixty and six, let them await, in 


the first place, the division of the kingdom into ten; then, in the next place, when these 
kings are reigning, and beginning to set their affairs in order, and advance their 
kingdom, [let them learn] to acknowledge that he who shall come claiming the kingdom 
for himself, and shall terrify those men of whom we have been speaking, having a name 
containing the aforesaid number, is truly the abomination of desolation. ... It is therefore 
more certain, and less hazardous, to await the fulfillment of the prophecy, than to be 
making surmises, and casting about for any names that may present themselves, 
inasmuch as many names can be found possessing the number mentioned; and the 
same question will, after all, remain unsolved. ... But he indicates the number of the 
name now, that when this “man” comes we may avoid him, being aware who he is: ... 
But when this Antichrist shall have devastated all things in this world, he will reign for 
three years and six months, and sit in the temple at Jerusalem; and then the Lord will 
come from heaven in the clouds, in the glory of the Father, sending this “man” and 
those who follow “him” into the lake of fire; but bringing in for the righteous the times 
of the kingdom, that is, the rest, the hallowed seventh day; and restoring to Abraham 
the promised inheritance, in which kingdom the Lord declared, that many coming from 
the east and from the west should sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”*2 


“An apostate and a robber, is anxious to be adored as God; and that, although a mere 
slave, he wishes himself to be proclaimed as a king. For he being endued with all the 
power of the devil, shall come, not as a righteous king, nor a legitimate king in 
subjection to God, but an impious, unjust, and lawless ‘one’; as an apostate, iniquitous, 
and murderous, as a robber, concentrating in himself satanic apostasy, and seeking 
aside idols to persuade that he himself is God raising up himself as the only idol, 
having in himself the multifarious errors of the other idols. This he does, in order that 
they who do worship the devil by means of many abominations, may serve himself by 
this one idol, of whom the apostle thus speaks in the second Epistle to the 
Thessalonians.” 


“And there is therefore in this beast, when he (antichrist) comes, a recapitulation 
made of all sorts of iniquity and of every deceit, in order that all apostate power, 
flowing into and being shut up in him, may be sent into the furnace of fire...since he 
sums up in his own person all the commixture of wickedness which took place previous 
to the deluge, due to the apostasy of the angels.” 


“In a still clearer light has John, in the Apocalypse, indicated to the Lord’s disciples 
what shall happen in the last times, and concerning the ten kings who shall then 
arise... These have one mind, and give their strength and power to the beast. These shall 
make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them, because He is the Lord of 
lords, and King of kings...And they (Zen Kings) shall lay Babylon waste, and burn her 


with fire, and shall give their kingdom to the beast, and put the church to flight. After 
that they shall be destroyed by the coming of our Lord. 


“But he indicates the number of the name now, that when this man comes we may 
avoid him, being aware of who he is:...But when this Antichrist shall have devastated all 
things in this world, he will reign for three years and six months, and sit in the temple 
in Jerusalem; and then the Lord will come from heaven in the clouds, in the glory of the 
Father, sending this man and those who follow him into the lake of fire; but bringing in 
for the righteous the times of the kingdom, that is, the rest, the hallowed seventh day; 
and restoring to Abraham the promised inheritance, in which kingdom the Lord 
declared, that “many coming from the east and from the west should sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”*=° 


“For all these and other words were unquestionably spoken in reference to the 
resurrection of the just, which takes place after the coming of the antichrist, and the 
destruction of nations under his rule; in (the times of) which (resurrection) the righteous 
shall reign on the earth...and those whom the Lord shall find in the flesh, awaiting Him 
from heaven, and who have suffered tribulation, as well as escaped the hands of the 
Wicked ‘one’ (antichrist).”5* 


Hippolytus: Bishop of Portus, was a disciple of Irenaeus who was discipled by 
Polycarp who was discipled from John.(AD. 170-236) 


“As these things, then, are in the future, and as the ten toes of the image are equivalent 
to (so many) democracies, and the ten horns of the fourth beast are distributed over ten 
kingdoms, let us look at the subject a little more closely, and consider these matters as in 
the clear light of a personal survey. The golden head of the image and the lioness 
denoted the Babylonians; the shoulders and arms of silver, and the bear, represented the 
Persians and Medes; the belly and thighs of brass, and the leopard, meant the Greeks, 
who held the sovereignty from Alexander’s time; the legs of iron, and the beast dreadful 
and terrible, expressed the Romans, who hold the sovereignty at present; the toes of the 
feet which were part clay and part iron, and the ten horns, were emblems of the 
kingdoms that are yet to rise; the other little horn that grows up among them meant the 
Antichrist in their midst; the stone that smites the earth and brings judgment upon the 
world was Christ.” 2 


It is proper that we take the Holy Scriptures themselves in hand, and find out from 
them what, and of what manner, the coming of Antichrist is; on what occasion and at 
what time that impious one shall be revealed; and whence and from what tribe (he shall 
come); and what his name is, which is indicated by the number in Scripture; and how he 
shall work error among the people, gathering them from the ends of the earth; and 


(how) he shall stir up tribulation and persecution against the saints; and how he shall 
glorify himself as God; and what his end shall be; and how the sudden appearing of the 
Lord shall be revealed from heaven; and what the conflagration of the whole world 
shall be; and what the glorious and heavenly kingdom of the saints is to be, when they 
reign together with Christ; and what the punishment of the wicked by fire...With 
respect to his name, it is not in our power to explain it exactly, as the blessed John 
understood it and was instructed about it, but only to give a conjectural account of it; 
for when he appears, the blessed one will show us what we seek to know... Wherefore 
we ought neither to give it out as if this were certainly his name, nor again ignore the 
fact that he may not otherwise be designated. But having the mystery of God in our 
heart, we ought in fear to keep faithfully what has been told us by blessed prophets, in 
order that when those things come to pass, we may be prepared for them, and not be 
deceived. For when the times advance, he too, of whom these things are said, will be 
manifest...Now concerning the tribulation of the persecution which is to fall upon the 
Church from the adversary, John also speaks thus, ‘And I saw a great and wondrous 
sign in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, ... And to the woman were given two 
wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, where she is nourished for 
a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent’ ... That refers to the one 
thousand two hundred and threescore days (the half of the week) during which the tyrant 
is to reign and persecute the Church.... These things then, being come to pass, beloved, 
and the one week being divided into two parts, and the abomination of desolation being 
manifested then, and the two prophets and forerunners of the Lord having finished 
their course, and the whole world finally approaching the consummation, what remains 
but the coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ from heaven, for whom we have 
looked in hope.” 


“On account of his tyranny and violence. For the deceiver seeks to liken himself in 
all things to the Son of God. Christ is a lion, so antichrist is also a lion; Christ is a king, 
so Antichrist is also a king. The Savior was manifested as a lamb; so he too in like 
manner, will appear as a lamb, though within he is a wolf. The Savior came into the 
world in the circumcision, and he will come in the same manner. The Lord sent apostles 
among all the nations, and he in like manner will send false apostles. The Savior 
gathered together the sheep that were scattered abroad, and he in like manner will 
bring together a people that is scattered abroad. The Lord gave a seal to those who 
believed on Him; and he will give one in like manner. The Savior appeared in the form 
of man, and he too will come in the form of a man. The Savior raised up and showed 
His holy flesh like a temple, and he will raise a temple of stone in Jerusalem.” 


“He (antichrist) will be harsh, severe, passionate, wrathful, terrible, inconstant, 
dread, morose, hateful, abominable, savage, vengeful, iniquitous. And, bent on casting 
the whole race of men into the pit of perdition, he will multiply false signs.” 


“When the times are fulfilled, and the ten horns spring from the beast in the last 
(times), then Antichrist will appear among them. When he makes war against the saints, 
and persecutes them, then may we expect the manifestation of the Lord from heaven.* 


“Shall be sent through every city and country to destroy the faithful; and the saints 
shall travel from the west to the east, and shall be driven in persecution from the east to 
the south, while others shall conceal themselves in the mountains and caves; and the 
abomination shall war against them everywhere, and shall cut them off by the sea and 
by land by his decree, and shall endeavor by every means to destroy them out of the 
world; and they shall not be able any longer to sell their own property, nor to buy from 
strangers, unless one keeps and carries with him the name of the beast, or bears its mark 
upon his forehead. For then they shall all be driven out from place to place, and 
dragged from their own homes and haled into prison, and punished with all manner of 
punishment, and cast out from the whole world.” These shall awake to everlasting life.” 


Tertullian (c. 160 - 225) 


“...That the city of fornication may receive from the ten kings its deserved doom, and 
that the beast Antichrist, with his false prophet may wage war on the Church of God 
..oince, then, the Scriptures both indicate the stages of the last times, and concentrate on 
the harvest of the Christian hope in the very end of the world ...Now the privilege of 
this favor (the resurrection) awaits those who shall at the coming of the Lord be found in 
the flesh, and who shall, owing to the oppressions of the time of Antichrist, deserve by 
an instantaneous death, which is accomplished by a sudden change, to become 
qualified to join the rising saints...”° 


Lactantius (260-330) 


“He (Antichrist) shall harass the word with an intolerable rule; shall mingle things 
divine and human; shall contrive things impious to relate, and detestable; shall meditate 
new designs in his breast, that he may establish the government for himself; he will 
change the laws, and appoint his own; he (antichrist) will contaminate, plunder, spoil, 
and put to death.” 


Chrysostom (347-407) 


“For as the devil fell by pride, so he who is wrought upon by him [antichrist] is anointed 
unto pride.” =! 


Didache (80-100) 


“Watch for your life’s sake. Let not your lamps be quenched, nor your loins unloosed; 
but be ready, for you know not the hour in which our Lord comes.®2 when lawlessness 
increases, they shall hate and persecute and betray one another,“@ and then shall appear 
the world-deceiver as the Son of God, and shall do signs and wonders, and the earth 
shall be delivered into his hands, and he shall do iniquitous things which have never yet 
come to pass since the beginning.” 


874 1 John 2:18 

875 1 John 2:22 

876 2 John 1:7 

877 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 

878 Daniel 7:25 

879 St. Matthew 24:24 

880 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 

881 1 Timothy 4:1 

882 [Dialog with Trypho, CX] Justin Martyr (A.D. 110-165) 
883 [Irenaeus: Against Heresies, Book V, XXX] 

884 [Against Heresies V, XXVI, 1] 

885 [Against Heresies V, XXX, 2, 4] 

886 [Against Heresies V, XXXV, 1] 

887 [Treatise on Christ and Antichrist, 27,28] 

888 [Treatise on Christ and Antichrist, 5, 50, 60, 61, 64] 
889 [Fragments from Commentaries, II, 7] 

890 [On the Resurrection of the Flesh, XXV, 7 and XLI] 

891 Chrysostom, Homily 1 on the 2nd Epistle of St. Paul the Apostle to the Thessalonians 
892 St. Matthew 24:42 

893 St. Matthew 24:10 


FIND AN ANCIENT FAITH THAT 
WILL TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE. 


ST. TOMAS 
CHURCH 


St. Tomas Church is a Church planting 
movement in ancient tradition. 
“Ancient Worship for Today.” 
https://thomas.church 


